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GLAM & GLAM ROCK
CANFAR readies for its flagship
events - Pg. 3

A highlight for the Canadian contingent was the awarding of the Robert Carr Research Award by The Hon. Jane Philpott
to OHTN Executive Director Dr. Sean Rourke and Fife House Executive Director Keith Hambly for their ground-breaking
community-based study exploring the relationship between housing and health for people living with HIV. The award was
presented by the Minister on behalf of the International Council of AIDS Services Organizations (ICASO).

CONGRATULATIONS
ANDY PRINGLE!

INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE 2016:
COMPLACENCY IS THE NEW CONSPIRACY

CANFAR Board Chair, Andy
Pringle, has been awarded the
Order of Canada - Pg. 3

“The opportunity to bend the curve of the epidemic is before us. It is up to all of us to
seize every opportunity so that we may end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.
Canada is and will continue to be a steadfast partner in making sure these advances
and opportunities reach all who need them, and that no one is left behind.”
– The Honourable Jane Philpott, P.C., M.P., Minister of Health

Q5 WITH MULUBA
CANFAR National Youth
Ambassador Muluba Habanyama
sits down with CANFAR
Board member Leeanne Weld
Kostopoulos - Pg. 4

GREAT PARTNERSHIPS
Meet a few of the remarkable
people behind some of CANFAR’s
most important relationships.
- Pg. 6

Ending AIDS as a global pandemic by
2030 was the clear goal emerging from July’s
international AIDS conference in Durban, South
Africa.
The 15,000 delegates from every corner of
the world focused their discussions around the
central theme of Access-Equity-Rights-Now,
a call to action to work together and reach the
people who still lack access to comprehensive
treatment, prevention, care, and support services.
In the past year alone, 1.1 million people
died of AIDS and 2.1 million were infected with
HIV. In Canada, a new infection occurs every
three hours.
Enthusiasm for the 2030 target unified the
conference – but the mood was tempered by a
growing fear of complacency.
The AIDS cause has become a victim of
its own success. Medical solutions that were
unthinkable 15 or 20 years ago are rightly
celebrated today. But as we recognize this
progress, we must substantially increase our
efforts to support prevention intervention

research in order to eliminate the enemy – new
HIV infections. Not doing so will prevent us
from meeting aggressive targets and achieving
our ultimate objective of ending the disease.
In his plenary speech, Prince Harry said:
“As people with HIV live longer, AIDS is a
topic that has drifted from the headlines. And
with that drift of attention, we risk a real drift
of funding and of action to beat the virus. We
cannot lose a sense of urgency…”
Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of
UNAIDS, called complacency “the new
conspiracy,” and the global community cannot
allow that conspiracy to win.
“Our progress is incredibly fragile,” Mr.
Sidibé told the conference. “If we do not act now
we risk resurgence and resistance… Progress on
stopping new infections has stalled for adults.
In some countries new HIV infections are going
up. We need to invest in young women, harm
reduction, pre-exposure prophylaxis or PrEP,
condoms, voluntary medical male circumcision,
Continued on pg. 2...
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COMPLACENCY IS THE NEW CONSPIRACY

Left: (left to right) Jane Philpott, Canadian Minister of Health; Christopher Bunting, CANFAR President & CEO; Kyle
Winters, CANFAR Vice-President & COO. Right: Prince Harry delivers plenary speech at the conference. (Photo courtesy of
International AIDS Society/Rogan Ward).
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social protection, and community action.”
The UNAIDS head argued that while
the UN’s 90–90–90 targets (by 2020, 90%
of all people living with HIV will know
their HIV status; 90% of all people with
diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained
antiretroviral therapy; and 90% of all people
receiving antiretroviral therapy will have viral
suppression) have been embraced by the world,
delivery gaps urgently need to be closed if 30
million people are to be reached with treatment
within four years.
Health Minister Jane Philpott led the
Canadian delegation to South Africa, and
CANFAR was well represented in that group. In
addition to CANFAR COO Kyle Winters and
me, board members Stephen Lewis (Co-founder
and Chair, The Stephen Lewis Foundation)
and Dr. Sean Rourke (Scientific and Executive
Director of the Ontario HIV Treatment
Network) were there throughout the week.
Also in attendance were CANFAR’s Scientific
Advisory Committee members Drs. Mark
Wainberg, Paul Sandstrom, Cecile Tremblay, and

In The Mail

Michael Hawkes, as well as a number of funded
researchers and friends of the Foundation.
These Canadians are international leaders
in this battle and are recognized as such. Our
progress is indisputable; however, it is far too
soon to declare victory, and we are indeed
threatened by complacency.
In closing the 21st AIDS Conference, the
President of the International AIDS Society, Dr.
Chris Beyer, said: “I want to us to ask something
of ourselves, of each other, and of our leaders:
let’s make a real commitment to end AIDS. We
need to fully fund the response. We need to
support civil society. We need to keep research
funded to get to a cure and a vaccine...”
In 2017, CANFAR will enter its fourth
decade of funding HIV research. The challenge
is clear.
C H R I S T O P H E R BU N T IN G
President & Chief Executive Officer
cbunting@CANFAR.com
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Steven Larkin
Director of Sales, Canada Delta Air Lines

So happy to be helping CANFAR participate at the World
AIDS Conference!

Said Matuk

Entertains
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Store Manager, Mulberry

I have worked with CANFAR now for a few years as a venue
partner for Bloor Street Entertains – a very successful event
every single year!

READY TO
ROCK’N’ROLL
FOR HIV AND
AIDS RESEARCH
Normally our event update columns
are written by Debbie Osske, our Director
of Events and Stewardship, but I wanted
to take this one on as it gives me a chance
to praise the work that is being done by
Debbie, our volunteers, and the rest of the
CANFAR team. Bloor Street Entertains
will be celebrating its 20th anniversary on
November 30, 2016 – and appropriately,
it’s going to be our biggest and best gala
ever. Several new venue partners have
come on board, as well as a couple very
recognizable chefs and florists. The
momentum is building!
And AIDSbeat, our rock and roll battle
of the bands, is taking place on Friday,
April 28, 2017 at the Liberty Grand. The
theme for this year’s AIDSbeat is a tribute
to David Bowie and Prince, and should
prove to be one that goes down in the
history books.
Our Events and Development teams
have already assembled some remarkable
auction, draw, and boutique items, and
these will all be online in the weeks to
follow.
If you are interested in tickets to either
event, please contact dosske@canfar.com.

K Y L E W I N T E RS
Vice President
& Chief Operating Officer
kwinters@CANFAR.com

CONGRATULATIONS ANDY PRINGLE!
CANFAR Chair Andrew Pringle has been awarded the Order of Canada. The announcement on Canada Day
by Governor-General David Johnston highlighted Andy Pringle’s “…contributions as a leader in the financial
business sector and as a dedicated volunteer with various charitable organizations.”
In addition to his service to CANFAR and the HIV and AIDS cause in Canada for 25 years, Mr. Pringle
has either chaired or been a board director of numerous leading organizations including the Toronto
Police Services Board, the Shaw Festival, Upper Canada College, the Walrus Foundation, and Evergreen
Brickworks, among others. He is also Chair of Toronto-based RP Investment Advisors.
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Q5
With CANFAR
National Youth
Ambassador

MULUBA
HABANYAMA

LEEANNE WELD
KOSTOPOULOS
CANFAR Board Member
Founded CANFAR’s first Junior Committee

In this edition of Q5, CANFAR Youth Ambassador Muluba
Habanyama gets acquainted with CANFAR Board Member
and long time supporter Leeanne Weld Kostopoulos.
Leeanne founded CANFAR’s first young volunteer group, The Junior Committee,
and currently sits on CANFAR’s Board of Directors. Muluba met with Leeanne in her
Toronto home to take a trip down memory lane.

1

You have so much history with CANFAR. How did you get started with the
organization?
That’s a long time ago now! 1987 – I had just finished my first year at university.
Bluma Appel was a good friend to both me and my mother and was waging war
on AIDS, getting people to recognize the economic impact that HIV would have
on society. She sat me down and told me my age group (I was 19) would be most
affected and we were doing the least ourselves. She asked me what I was going to
do about it. So I said maybe I will throw a party! And that was the beginning of
the Eight Ball - organized by the Junior Committee, of which I was chair. We ran
the Eight Ball for 10 years, raising a little over a million dollars. It was followed by
a few other parties and events.

2

Thank you so much for starting that – you are the first generation of young
supporters! Your relationship with CANFAR has continued, it seems like you
have never left! You worked for CANFAR, and now have continued as a board
member, an event attendee, and a donor. Can you tell us more about your
involvement?

When I was in university, we were getting the information out to other students. Then I was hired as an employee for a few years, working
on the Have a Heart program. We focused on raising awareness; if you had the information, you would hopefully act. I’m very proud of
being involved with CANFAR. It’s been a long time, and I want to see the organization continue to grow and do well.

3

Do you have a favourite moment in all your years with CANFAR?

4

Incredible stories, incredible work. Why do you think research is important?

5

What advice can you give 30 Under Thirty, the current generation of young volunteers?

Oh, there are a lot of stories! These people in these photos (below) are still my very close friends today - we grew up together. I
used to host the meetings at my house. We all worked in different industries, and we all individually pulled on our contacts to
make it happen. Everyone was really trying to figure out where they had someone who could get a donation or sponsorship for an
event. We worked hard, but it worked out well! And many of the Junior Committee members have continued their involvement
with CANFAR today.

HIV is not in the news or in people’s consciousness – they think it’s over. But it’s not over. We need to continue to fund research to
find a cure. People are living well, leading long and healthy lives with HIV. But we do want to be rid of HIV. We want to wipe it off
the earth.

Fundraising is a lot easier when it’s fun! The Eight Ball was the party that people wanted to attend. All the people you wanted
to see were there, it went late, and it was a really good time! Organizing it was a lot of work, but also a lot of fun. The result of
anything is always better when you enjoy the process. My advice is to do something you feel strongly about and you will enjoy
putting together.
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NEW INFECTIONS
EACH YEAR

1,100,000

17,100,000

PEOPLE DIE FROM
AIDS EACH YEAR

PEOPLE UNAWARE
THEY ARE HIV+

Based on UNAIDS 2014 & 2015 statistics.

✓

YES! I want to support Canadian HIV and AIDS Research!

PAYMENT OPTION #1

I would like to make a SINGLE
contribution in the amount of:

PAYMENT OPTION #2

I would like to make a MONTHLY
contribution in the amount of:

I have enclosed a cheque payable to “CANFAR”
Please charge my donation to my credit card:

To make a donation to CANFAR, please visit

$

$

VISA

General CANFAR Research

Please direct my donation to support:

AMERICAN EXPRESS

Name on Card:

CANFAR.com/donatetoday
CANFAR Legacy Research

Card Number

Name:

m

m

y

y

Expiry Date

Address:
Province:

City:
Tel: (

MASTERCARD

)

E-mail:

Postal Code:

CLICK ME!

200 WELLINGTON STREET WEST, SUITE 602, TORONTO, ON M5V 3C7 T (416) 361-6281 TF 1-800-563-CURE F 416-361-5736 WWW.CANFAR.COM CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NO. 11883 1437 RR0001
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HIV101

CORPORATE PARTNERS

Why is
there no
cure?

As Director of Events and Stewardship, I have the pleasure of engaging with every
corporate partner and sponsor for CANFAR. This includes over 90 different companies,
vendors and suppliers. Every one of these relationships is important to CANFAR and we
simply could not do what we do to end HIV and AIDS if it weren’t for the support of these
companies and the individuals who lead them. What we give in terms of sponsorship
recognition (what most people would assume to be placing a logo on an invitation or a
sign at an event) pales in comparison to what we receive in terms of support. In this issue
of The Catalyst, I am going to introduce you to two of our partners. You will find more of
these stories online.

To-date there is no cure for HIV and
vaccine efforts have not yet demonstrated
efficacy that can be scaled up. Why is
that?
A true HIV cure means removing all of
the HIV particles from a person’s body.
This has been accomplished once, when
an individual with genetic HIV-resistance
donated bone marrow to Timothy Brown
as part of a high-risk bone marrow
transplant treatment for leukemia.
Although this case can’t be scaledup, it has significantly informed the
way scientists search for a cure, using
strategies like altering the genetic
make-up of immune cells to make them
resistant to HIV, or even to kill
HIV-infected cells.
Vaccine research efforts focus both on
a preventative vaccine for those without
HIV, as well as therapeutic vaccines used
to control the virus in those of us already
living with HIV.
HIV infects immune cells and has a high
mutation rate. It also has the ability to
hide in cells, which make it hard to find.
These factors make vaccine development
particularly challenging, and so far when
these challenges have been overcome the
response has not been sustained for a
very long period.
As we continue the search for a cure,
these and other complications are all
taken into consideration by researchers
funded by CANFAR.

RODNEY ROUSSEAU
CANFAR National Ambassador,
UofT Graduate Student in
HIV Immunology

While much has changed at CANFAR over the
past 30 years, the support we have received from
RBC has remained consistent and profound.
RBC’s engagement with CANFAR has consistently
spanned across every aspect of our operation.
CANFAR COO Kyle Winters commented, “RBC is
truly part of the DNA of CANFAR.” For decades RBC has been supporting our events and
programs – and through that generating funds to support HIV and AIDS research. Our
achievements would not be possible without the invaluable support of several people on
the RBC team – Alan Taylor, former Chairman & CEO of RBC, a former member of the
CANFAR Advisory Committee; Wealth Management Experts Andrew Grimes and David
Stovel who currently serve on the CANFAR Board of Directors; Group Head, Personal
and Commercial Banking Jennifer Tory, a past Chair of Can You Do Lunch?; Wafa Kadri
and Batool Nawab, who are responsible for corporate donations and continue to support
CANFAR through funding research grants; Stephen Voisin, Private Banker with RBC
and member of the Legacy Steering Committee; and Andy Pringle, former Managing
Director of RBC Capital Markets and Chair of the CANFAR Board. Recently, Jason Sordi
from RBC in Ottawa stepped up to be Co-chair of the Ottawa Legacy Steering Committee
alongside realtor Michael Gennis. We give special thanks to all the people at RBC who
have helped us get to where we are today – closer to finding a cure for HIV and AIDS.

ARMANDO MENDONCA
Another member of CANFAR’s family who really kicks into
high gear at this time of year is Armando Mendonca. For
well over five years Armando has brought his connections,
flair, and passion in support of CANFAR events and
programs. His creativity and extensive network opens doors
for us that we didn’t even know existed! The contributions
Armando makes to our organization – big and small, are
extremely important to our success. His consistent and
energetic willingness to discuss new ideas and introduce
new potential partners ensures that we are on track to raise
the much needed funds for HIV and AIDS research.

D E B B I E O S S KE
Director of Events & Stewardship
dosske@CANFAR.com
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