
CARRYING ON THE LEGACY OF 
CANFAR CLUBS 
Conversations with CANFAR 
Clubs Co-Presidents from 
Dalhousie University and 
Acadia University. Page 6

REMEMBERING PETER EVANS
Peter Evans was one of the 
first people in Canada to speak 
openly about living with HIV. 
His mother Dody, penned a 
loving tribute. Page 4 If you are going to improve on something that 

everyone has grown to love, you need to be 
confident enough to take a few risks. That was 
the thinking behind the changes that went into 
this year’s Bloor Street Entertains (BSE).

 The annual dinner extravaganza in 
support of CANFAR’s mission is a tradition 
that brings together some of the country’s most 
generous philanthropists.

“Our patrons have grown to expect 
a level of sophistication at Bloor Street 
Entertains, and this year we wanted to create 
a sense of seamlessness as they moved from 
their dining experience to the After Party,” 
said Kyle Winters, CANFAR President and 
Chief Operating Officer.

“We worked closely with Nada Ristich 
from BMO Financial Group, the new Signature 
Partner of BSE, as well as, our Co-Chairs, 
Mrs. Sylvia Mantella and Ms. Coco Rocha, to 
develop a concept for the After Party that would 
better complement the experience enjoyed at 15 
luxury dinner venues. Through that discussion, 
a concept took shape with luxury and intimacy 
being the key attributes. With that in mind, 
we realized that we needed to consider a venue 
change if we were going to succeed,” said Winters.

After a series of discussions with 
Konrad Gstrein, the General Manager of 
the Four Seasons Hotel, we made the bold 
decision to move the BSE After Party to the 
iconic Four Seasons Hotel.  

The feedback at BSE, and following the 
event, has been consistent and glowing. More 
than 650 guests, dressed in their interpretations 
of “black tie inspired,” strolled through 
Yorkville and settled in for dinners at some 
of Toronto’s most luxurious boutiques (the 
full list can be found at bloorstreetentertains.ca).

Around 9:30p.m. guests made their way 
to the Four Seasons Hotel for the big reveal. 
Under the direction of ESP Inc. President Chad 
Brincheski, the ballroom had been transformed 
into an oasis of gold frosted palms, shimmering 
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VOICES FOR WORLD AIDS DAY

United Canadians across the 
country on December 1st for 
World AIDS Day.  Page 2

Contemporary Furniture and Jackie-O completely transformed the Four Seasons Hotel ballroom with custom-made furniture for 
CANFAR’s Bloor Street Entertains. This year’s event raised more than $725,000 (including donations). 
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CHANGE OF 
LOCATION
BLOOR STREET ENTERTAINS 
“AFTER PARTY” 
MOVES TO THE ICONIC 
FOUR SEASONS HOTEL

Continued on Page 2...
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Bloor Street Entertains Co-Chairs 
Mrs. Sylvia Mantella and Ms. Coco Rocha. 

Click here to revisit the splendour of 
Bloor Street Entertains.
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CANFAR Board Member Jeronimo de Miguel 
and 2018 “Can You Do Lunch?” Co-Chair 

Eva Hartling of Birks.

CANFAR National Spokesperson, Valerie Pringle, CM. 

2017 “Can You Do Lunch?” Co-Chairs, 
Bustle Clothing Co-Founders Shawn Hewson 

and Ruth Promislow.

drapery and generous seating areas of 
crushed red velvet. In fact the furnishings 
were created exclusively for CANFAR by 
Contemporary Furniture Rentals Inc. 

Based on the feedback of our guests, 
the After Party had the feeling of a 
luxurious and intimate art deco sitting 
room – and took Bloor Street Entertains 
to a new level of distinction. We are 
thankful to everyone who supported 
Bloor Street Entertains this year, as well 
as those who have given so generously of 
their time and leadership to make BSE 
the tradition that it has become.

THEY’RE OFF TO KENYA!

VOICES FOR WORLD AIDS DAY | DECEMBER 1ST 
UNITING CANADIANS FOR WORLD AIDS DAY  

In 1988, the first World AIDS Day was held on December 1 st. 
CANFAR had just been founded a year prior, and was already working 
on their mission of funding HIV research and increasing awareness.

CANFAR founders realized research was needed to understand 
the disease, how it was transmitted, how it acted in the body, and how 
to begin treating the virus. They recognized there was a very large void 
to fill relating to all aspects of AIDS.

People were barely talking about AIDS in the public realm at this 
time, and HIV didn’t even exist as a diagnosis. AIDS was, for the most 
part, a death sentence 30 years ago.

Today, World AIDS Day celebrates community engagement 
across Canada, with the goals of collaboration, erasing stigma, and 
raising funds for services affecting people living with HIV.

On Dec. 1, the country united in solidarity to remember those we 
have lost to AIDS. Canadians joined together in support of the 75,500 
individuals living with the HIV. The Voices for World AIDS Day’s 
social media campaign, in partnership with eight other Canadian 
AIDS Service Organizations, created over 517,000 online impressions.

Dr. Eric Hoskins, 
OC MSC MPP, 

Minister of Health 
and Long-term Care, 

welcomed CANFAR to 
the Ontario Legislature 

on World AIDS Day. 
Representative from 
all parties wore red 
ribbons to mark this 

solemn occasion. 
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Helen Kearns, President and 
CEO, Bell Kearns and Associates 
LTD, and Gary Ursell, Investment 
Advisor, RBC, have been long-
time supporters of Bloor Street 
Entertains. This year, Helen dined 
at the beautiful Gardiner Museum 
with a meal created by Chef Simon 
Kattar. Helen was joined by her 
daughter, Meghan Northey, and 
once again supported CANFAR 
by purchasing a raff le ticket for a 
luxury trip to Kenya. 

Helen and Gary were thrilled to 
be informed that they had won this 
trip. With 376 tickets sold, this year’s 
raffle generated more than $30,000 
dollars to support CANFAR. We wish 
Helen and Gary a safe and enjoyable 
journey of a life-time.
Special thanks to our raffle sponsors:

 

CANFAR’s Official Airline Partner
Ethiopian Airlines

Protea Hotel O.R. Tambo Airport
Fairmont Mount Kenya Safari Club

Fairmont The Norfolk 
Fairmont Mara Safari Club

Four Seasons Hotel The Westcliff, 
Johannesburg
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“I’d be honored to do that”. That was the 
response I received when I proposed a 
multi-year philanthropic commitment 
to CANFAR from donor and CANFAR 
Board member Tristan Michela. 
Tristan’s remarkable pledge of $30,000 
over a three-year period was leveraged 
as matching funds on three different 
occasions to generate an additional 
$30,000 to support CANFAR research. 

Our goal this year, as well as next is 
to ensure that we reach out to our donors 
throughout the year, and share with you 
the good work that CANFAR is supporting. 
Our HIV awareness initiatives are reaching 
youth from coast to coast, both in and 
beyond traditional educational settings. 
Our collaborations with research institutes, 
hospitals and universities continue to see 
returns that far outweigh the investments 
made. Finally, our Innovation Research 
grants continue to support the best possible 
HIV research in the country.

Recently, we’ve been strategically 
engaging our donors in conversations about 
sustained support of CANFAR. Pledged 
contributions, regardless of amount - made 
over a period of years, or on a monthly 
basis enables CANFAR to consider funding 
mid and long-term research projects. 
Donors like Mr. Michela, The Slaight 
Family Foundation as well as partners like 
BMO Financial, Labatt, and Delta have all 
made multi-year commitments that allow 
us to fund in depth research projects and 
comprehensive initiatives.

On behalf of the CANFAR Board of 
Directors, our funded researchers, and the 
entire team, I thank you for your ongoing 
support of our work, and your consideration 
of making a pledge to further our sustained 
efforts to end HIV permanently.     

UNITING CANADIANS FOR WORLD AIDS DAY  
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Our Social Network
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SUPPORTING CANFAR THROUGH

With more than $30,000 collected and 31 NEW CANFAR donors, 
we were able to generate $60,000 to support HIV research.

CANFAR Team
“We’ve each donated $30 and challenge our friends to do 
the same. When we hit the goal of $30,000 the funds will 
be matched by CANFAR supporters, Tristan Michela, Peter 
Partridge, Chris Kelly, Tony Pedari and Tom Dara.”

Rupert Hon
“Done”

Donna Bishop
“What a great cause”

Casey Wagar
“Happy to do this!”

John MacLeod
“Absolutely”

CANFAR 
FUNDING HISTORY

Since 1989, CANFAR has 
invested more than $21M in 
HIV and AIDS  Research.

HIV Prevention (est. $4.5M+) 
Research done to prevent new 
HIV infections.

HIV Treatment (est. $4.5M+) 
Research into medications 
for people living with HIV.

HIV Care (est. $3M+) 
Research into best ways to 
serve people living with HIV.

HIV Cure (est. $8.5M+) 
Research into a replicable 
medical cure.

ENABLING INDEPTH RESEARCH THROUGH 
SUSTAINED PHILANTHROPY

mailto:kwinters%40canfar.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/canfar/
http://canfar.com/30kchallenge
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REMEMBERING PETER EVANS
You may have recently recieved a mailing from long-time CANFAR supporter Dody Evans. 
Dody generously shared her story about her son, Peter. He was one of the first people in 
Canada to talk openly about living with HIV. He traveled around Canada to raise money for 
research and to educate people about AIDS. Dody has been keeping her son’s memory alive 
and continuing his legacy since he passed away in 1984.

CANFAR ANNUAL 
REPORT 2016/2017

INNOVATION.
TRAIL-BLAZING.

COMMUNITY.

CANFAR ANNUAL 
REPORT 2016-2017
CANFAR is a community of trail-
blazers, innovators, and contributors. 
By funding innovative research led 
by talented Canadians, we remain 
committed to CANFAR’s mission of 
working together to prevent future HIV 
infections, and finding a cure for HIV. 

Our diverse community keeps 
growing, and within our annual 
report you’ll find that CANFAR’s 
national footprint greatly expanded 
this year, as we committed to 
funding new and ongoing research 
partnerships, and saw our national 
awareness program reach youth and 
educators from Victoria to St. John’s, 
and beyond. With 75,500 people in 
Canada living with HIV, and seven 
new infections each day, CANFAR’s 
work continues to be critical in 
achieving an AIDS-free future.

Peter Evans, April 20, 1955 – January 7, 1984 
Activist, trailblazer, and leader. 

Together, we can keep Peter’s legacy 
alive by funding HIV and AIDS research 
and awareness through a donation to the 
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research 
(CANFAR).

This campaign is being fueled by two 
generous CANFAR Board Members who 
have each contributed $30,000 to match 
the first $30,000 raised. Your support of 
this campaign will have direct impact on 
CANFAR’s ability to fund Canada’s most 
promising HIV research.
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Support innovative Canadian HIV and AIDS research.
Click here and your gift will be matched twice over!
Thanks to generous CANFAR donor’s, your gift to CANFAR will be 
matched twice over, up to $30,000 before December 31, 2017. 
TOGETHER, we will support trail-blazing Canadian HIV research.

YOUR GIFT YOUR GIFT MATCHED YOUR IMPACT

The Catalyst is printed twice a year, and distributed 
to friends, supporters, volunteers, and donors. The 
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research (CANFAR) 
is committed to controlling the collection, use and 
disclosure of personal information provided by its 
supporters. CANFAR does not rent, sell or trade 
information provided by its supporters. CANFAR 
collects and uses personal information primarily for 
the purpose of issuing a tax receipt, communicating 
information about our programs or events, 
and soliciting donations. You can change your 
communication preferences or unsubscribe at any 
time by contacting the CANFAR office at info@
CANFAR.com or 416-361-6281. 

https://issuu.com/canfar/docs/annualreport-2016-2017-03
http://canfar.com/peter
mailto:nchowdhury%40canfar.com?subject=


Beth and Charlie Angelakos, Labatt Breweries of 
Canada, at Bloor Street Entertains where Labatt 

launched its new four year partnership with CANFAR.

Page | 5

BECOME A YOUNG LEADER: VOLUNTEER

LONG-TERM COMMITMENTS

Ellen Hardy, dedicated monthly CANFAR donor.

With the long-term support of these exceptional organizations, CANFAR has 
secured almost $2 million in contributions spanning the next three years. We are 
grateful to the leadership of these organizations for their visionary approach to 
supporting HIV research.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE, ONE MONTH AT A TIME

CANFAR is built on the strength of its 
volunteers and their passion for the cause 
is the fuel that keeps the Foundation 
running. A pillar of our success, 
CANFAR’s young professional leader 
volunteers have played an important role 
in bringing awareness to, and raising 
funds within, their local communities.  
They are an essential part of CANFAR’s 
outreach. CANFAR is committed to 
working with its young professional 
leaders to find new ways to engage with 
current volunteers, and to help develop 
strategies around building out new 
volunteer opportunities. It is the hope of 
CANFAR that we will build enthusiasm 
for young professional leaders to show 
their commitment through donating both 
their time and dollars.

There are currently several longtime 
committed young professional volunteers at 
CANFAR, one of these volunteers is Ellen 
Hardy. When asked about why she chooses 
to give to CANFAR, Ellen shared in her 

own words, “I stand behind CANFAR’s 
clear mission of funding HIV and AIDS 
research and raising HIV awareness. The 
discoveries that have been made, as result 
a CANFAR’s research investments, have 
made a big impact. I am also inspired 

by the way CANFAR is engaging with 
the younger generation. I believe that 
the younger generation is key to raising 
awareness about HIV. Working with the 
group of people I have met through 30 
Under Thirty has been a great experience.”

Ellen is one of the 402 donors who 
contribute to CANFAR on a monthly 
basis. Her donation of $30 a month is a 
perfect tribute to the outstanding work 
CANFAR does. This is just one of several 
different ways that a young professional 
leader, who is looking to make a 
difference, can support CANFAR. If you 
would like to make a monthly donation, 
or are interested in learning more about 
CANFAR’s volunteer programs, please 
contact Debbie Osske. 

https://www.bmo.com/
http://www.labatt.com/?language=en
https://www.delta.com/
mailto:http://canfar.com/champions-cure?subject=
mailto:dosske%40canfar.com?subject=
mailto:dosske%40canfar.com?subject=


STUDENTS RAISING HIV AWARENESS IN THE MARITIMES 
CONTINUING THE TRADITION OF CANFAR CAMPUS CLUBS

CONSIDERING A NIGHT 
ON THE TOWN?

CANFAR Clubs is an important part of 
CANFAR’s history. Catherine Pringle, 
daughter of CANFAR Board Chair 
Andrew Pringle and CANFAR National 
Spokesperson, Valerie Pringle, founded 
CANFAR Clubs at McGill University in 
2002. For 15 years, CANFAR has been 
fostering a generation of young leaders 
to engage in activism, volunteerism, 
and philanthropy in their communities, 
on university and college campuses 
across Canada. CANFAR Clubs is a 
critical national effort to educate young 
Canadian students about HIV and 
AIDS through various fundraising and 
awareness initiatives.

Kara Hawker and Marie Boyd are the 
current Co-Presidents of the Dalhousie 
University CANFAR Club.

Kara is majoring in Biochemistry 
and hopes to go to pursue medicine in 
her graduate studies. Marie is majoring 
in Microbiology. For the past 14 years, 
Dalhousie’s CANFAR Club has thrown 
the “Red Party” in Halifax, which has been 
wildly successful in raising over $5,000 
for CANFAR every year, and raising 
awareness about HIV and AIDS among 
Canadian university students.

Malia Champagne and Brianna 
Bethune are the current Co-Presidents 
of the Acadia University CANFAR Club. 
Malia is majoring in psychology with a 
minor in biology, and Brianna is studying 
Kinesiology. The Acadia CANFAR Club 
chapter is a newer club, founded by 
Candis Lepage in 2014. Candis received 
the 2015 CANFAR Red Ribbon Award for 
demonstrating outstanding leadership 
and dedication to raising HIV and AIDS 
awareness amongst their community.

The success of both clubs is 
demonstrated through the mentorship the 
new Co-Presidents receive from previous 
presidents. This legacy of leadership is the 
key to sustaining new young leaders.

View the full list of exceptional chefs, 
restaurants, and caterers who supported 
Bloor Street Entertains. We are pleased to 
recommend the very best.

CANFAR Club founder
Catherine Pringle

HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED WITH THE 
CANFAR CLUB ON YOUR CAMPUS?
Brianna 
Co-President of Acadia University CANFAR Club

“I started getting involved at the end of 
my first year. Throughout my second 
year, I became really committed to the 
club through attending meetings and 
volunteering at events. For me, I felt like I 
was really under the previous president’s 
Candace’s wing. She was such a great role 
model and had a huge impact on why I 
joined the Acadia CANFAR Club.”

Malia 
Co-President of the CANFAR Club at Acadia University

“I started getting involved last year. All my 
friends were on the exec and I saw all the 
work the Acadia CANFAR Club was doing. 
I fell in love over the past year and then 
decided to run for the role as Co-President.”

Marie 
Co-President of the Dalhousie University CANFAR Club

“I heard about the Dalhousie CANFAR 
Club first when I was walking through the 
library and my roommate Jen ran into her 
friend from Calgary. We were chatting and 
she said she was on her way to a meeting. 
I asked her what it was for and she told 
us about CANFAR. She was with Molly 
(previous President), so they told us about 
the Club and the Red Party and I thought 
it was really cool. So Jen and I went to the 
first meeting last year.”

Kara 
Co-President of the Dalhousie University CANFAR Club 

“Marie and Jen heard about the CANFAR 
Club before me. They helped set up the Red 
Party with Molly and the other girls. That 
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IT ALL COMES DOWN TO 
PETAL POWER
Fifteen of Toronto’s most talented floral 
designers supported us at this year’s Bloor 
Street Entertains. If you are purchasing 
flowers for someone special in your life, we 
highly recommend our floral partners.

Dalhousie University CANFAR Club Co-Presidents, 
Marie Boyd (left), and Kara Kawker (right), speak 
with CANFAR’s Manager of National Awareness 

Programs, Roxanne Ma (centre).

Acadia University CANFAR Club Co-Presidents, 
Malia Champagne (left), and Brianna Bethune (centre), 
speak with CANFAR’s Manager of National Awareness 

Programs, Roxanne Ma (right).

night at the Red Party, I went up to Molly 
and said, ‘Hi, I’m Marie and Jen’s roommate. 
I’m really interested in being involved.’ And 
then I went to the first meeting after the 
Red Party and they said they were looking 
for new executives because they were all 
graduating. I wanted a big role so Marie and 
I messaged Jordan saying that we wanted to 
be Co-Presidents.”

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 
YOU HAVE PLANNED FOR THE YEAR?
Marie 

“We have a free coffee day on World AIDS Day.”
Kara 

“And we wanted to do a bake sale with that. 
The coffee will be free, and [there will be] a 
bake sale by donation. Every year, we set up 
a table in the library and we hand out free 
coffee. We have a café here on campus and 
they always donate coffee to us, and the 
university café/restaurant brews it for us. 
And then of course, the Red Party is on the 
second week when we get back to school 
in January. But because it’s so big, and we 
do so well – we raised $9,000 last year – it 
covers that semester.”
Marie 

“Yeah, we put all of our focus on that. We just 
want to do it as well as Molly did it. We’re 
just going to try and follow her footsteps.”
Kara 

“This year will be the 14 th Red Party. 
Everyone knows what the Red Party is. It’s 
a big thing. We’re really excited. Molly’s 
been amazing [and] we’re so lucky. It’s 
awesome to be the new Co-Presidents of 
the Dalhousie CANFAR Club.”

WHY DO YOU THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO 
INCREASE AWARENESS OF HIV AMONG 
YOUNG PEOPLE?
Malia 

“I think it’s is extremely important to educate 
people at a younger age in order to end the 
stigma of getting tested and [having youth]
be proactive about their health. I feel like a 
lot of people are awkward about it, and we 
really need to encourage people that it is 
something ok to be talked about.”

Brianna 
“I feel a lot of groups are very into the 
fundraising aspect and less about the 
awareness. I feel like the most fun thing about 
our group is providing awareness to students.”

Kara 
“I took a human sexuality course last 
semester, and we had a [person living with 
HIV] come in and speak with us about 
everything they went through and how the 
stigma, even today, affects them. One of my 
mentors for medical school is gay, and he’s 
from Calgary, where he does [HIV work] at 
home. I think that’s another thing that got 
me interested in being involved in this work.”

Marie 
“I learned about HIV in my virology class 
– about the HIV virus, how it works, and 
the impact it has had on the entire world, 
and ways to stop it. The research area is 
really important, and it’s necessary to raise 
money for that part of it. [The Red Party] 
actually does raise a lot of money for a 
really necessary cause.”

mailto:rma%40canfar.com?subject=
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