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The Canadian Foundation for 
AIDS Research (CANFAR) is 
the only national charitable 

foundation that raises 
awareness to generate funds for 
research into all aspects of HIV 

infection and AIDS.



4       CANFAR Annual Report 2012-2013 CANFAR Annual Report 2012-2013       5

Messages
Grants 
Programs 
Events 
Board of Directors 
The Volunteer Awards  
Donors 
Auditor’s Report 
CANFAR at 25

  8
12
16
24
34
35
36
42
45

TABLE OF CONTENTS



6       CANFAR Annual Report 2012-2013 CANFAR Annual Report 2012-2013       7

When a small group of friends 
started CANFAR, in response 

to friends getting ill and dying, 
there was a lot of confusion. 
Now, 25 years later, this is a 
battle we are winning, but a 

battle that’s not over. We’ve lost 
many great friends along the 
way. Let’s not lose any more.

Andrew Pringle
Chair, CANFAR
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In 1991 I was the Chairman and CEO of 
the Canadian unit of a multinational PR 
consulting firm. One day I received a call 
from Bluma Appel, a formidable Toronto 
philanthropist whom I had previously had 
the privilege of getting to know. Bluma asked 
me to have lunch with her to discuss 
a “project” – and there began my history 
with CANFAR.

In the early 1990s, people were dying from 
AIDS, the stigma accompanying the disease 
was growing exponentially, and the world 
was just beginning to understand the scope 
of the problem. Over lunch, Bluma asked 
for some public relations assistance for a 
CANFAR event she was planning. When I 
went back to my office to assign the task, a 
colleague asked me if I had thought through 
the implications of our company being 
associated with this cause.

Besides the fact that sidestepping Bluma 
Appel was not possible, our involvement 
was indeed the right thing to do and I am 
proud to say that that same public relations 
consultancy – Weber Shandwick – continues 
to provide pro bono PR counsel and services 
to this organization 21 years later. After 
helping with a couple of projects, Bluma 
invited me to join the Board. She had been 
successful in populating the CANFAR board 
with some of the most prominent names in 
Canadian business and it was an honour to 
be invited.  Another newcomer around the 
same time was an RBC Dominion Securities 
executive named Andrew Pringle.  

As we marked our 25th Anniversary in 2012, 
Andy Pringle was, and is still, Chair of the 
CANFAR board, a position left vacant upon 
the death of Bluma Appel in 2007. As for 
me, I remained on the CANFAR Board for 

ten years, leaving to work for the better part 
of the next decade in London, England. 
When the opportunity presented itself, 
I jumped at the chance to return to Canada 
in mid-2010 to become President and CEO 
of CANFAR. 

HIV and AIDS have changed and so has 
CANFAR. There are new programs, new 
directors, and new advisors working with 
a core of individuals – board members as 
well as members of the Scientific Advisory 
Committee – many of whom have been 
working on behalf of CANFAR almost since 
the beginning. Efforts to eliminate HIV and 
AIDS continue to be met with considerable 
obstacles and challenges, but with the mix 
of talent available to us, we are in a position 
of strength as we look forward.

I urge you to review the contents of this 
25th Anniversary Annual Report to gain a 
better sense of what is currently happening 
in HIV and AIDS research and education in 
Canada. Enemy Number One remains public 
complacency, and CANFAR is developing 
strategies to engage more effectively 
with Canadians everywhere, while we 
collaborate with other AIDS organizations 
to work together and improve our collective 
effectiveness to eliminate HIV and AIDS.

My thanks to all of you who provide support; 
let us continue to unite our efforts to 
ensure success. 

Christopher Bunting
President and CEO
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research

A quarter century ago, in October 1987, 
a small group of ordinary yet extraordinary 
Canadians came together because they 
wanted to do something for their friends who 
were falling ill and quickly dying from a new 
and terrifying disease called AIDS.  

The group put together the framework that 
established the Canadian Foundation for 
AIDS Research (CANFAR). Canadians who 
were feeling helpless watching the death 
toll rise now had an outlet to do something 
about it – a place to donate money for 
research and education, and a place to 
volunteer time.  

I joined the Board of CANFAR in early 1992, 
recruited by the legendary then-Chair Bluma 
Appel. An indomitable philanthropist who 
would not take “no” for an answer, Bluma’s 
position on the AIDS cause was compelling 
and impossible to ignore. So began my long 
involvement with and commitment 
to CANFAR.

From the day it opened its doors until now, 
CANFAR remains Canada’s only independent 
charitable foundation dedicated to 
eliminating HIV and AIDS through research.  
This disease has thus far robbed more than 
30 million people of their lives, equal to 
almost the entire population of Canada, 
wiped out in a generation. 

I am extremely proud of and grateful to the 
many men and women who have brought us 
this far – the best of Canada’s research and 
medical communities, talented leaders from 
across the nation who have volunteered their 
time for CANFAR’s boards and committees, 
and young people who lead and participate 
in our high school, university, and young 
professional programs.

At the same time, I am more concerned 
than ever about the future and how we are 
going to finally bring this disease to its 
knees. The rate of new infections in Canada 
continues to rise, yet there is a growing 
public perception that HIV is now a disease 
that is easily treatable. That is only partially 
true and as those who are HIV-positive will 
attest, life is complicated and the costs are 
exorbitant. The fact remains that we still do 
not have a cure and we have not discovered 
a vaccine – at least not yet.

To achieve our end goal of returning to 
our kids an AIDS-free world, CANFAR on 
its 25th anniversary resolved to examine 
ways that this charity could better meet 
the challenges that lay ahead. We looked at 
partnerships and collaborations that would 
make what we do more cost effective and 
impactful; we examined more effective ways 
to engage Canadians in discussions about 
HIV and AIDS in 21st century Canada, 
and we worked even harder to raise the 
funds necessary to ensure that Canada’s 
researchers can remain at the forefront of 
this battle, a battle that we all strive to win 
in our lifetimes.

I would like to offer my most sincere thanks 
to all those supporters, partners, board and 
committee members, volunteers and staff 
who have achieved so much this year. 

Andrew Pringle
Chair
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research

MESSAGES From CANFAR’s Chair, Andrew Pringle 
& from CANFAR’s President and CEO, Christopher Bunting

MESSAGES MESSAGES
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Since day one, the mission 
of CANFAR has been a very 

simple one: raise funds for HIV 
and AIDS research in Canada 

– and do it right! Our goal 
was to help find a cure for the 
disease that was claiming so 

many lives around us. Now, 25 
years later, we can look back 
proudly on all that has been 
achieved in AIDS research 

in Canada.

Dr. Norbert Gilmore
Founding Member, CANFAR’s Scientific Advisory Committee
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GRANTS

Research Grants $25,000 
One Year Grants 2012/2013
  Dr. Jaqueline Sas  
  Canadian HIV Trials Network   
  CANFAR/CTN Post-Doctoral Fellowship

  Dr. Jaqueline Sas  
  Canadian HIV Trials Network   
  CANFAR/CTN Post-Doctoral Fellowship

  Dr. Angela Crawley
  Ottawa Hospital Research Institute
  The Expression IL-7 Receptor Alpha in HIV-HCV Co-Infection 
  (renewal application)
 
  Dr. Léa Brakier-Gingras
  Dr. Gerardo Ferbeyre
  Université de Montréal
  IRES-Dependent Translation Helps HIV-1 Replication in Senescent Cells

  This grant funded by the Great West Life Assurance Company
  Dr. Keith R. Fowke
  Dr. Julie Lajoie, Dr. Cécile Tremblay
  University of Manitoba
  Analysis of the Mucosal Immune Quiescence Phenotype in 
  Elite Controllers
  

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Research Grants $80,000 
Year Two of 2011/2012 Projects
  Dr. Clemon George
  Dr. Stanley Read, Dr. Delon Brennen
  University of Ontario Institute of Technology
  Getting to Zero: Male Circumcision for HIV Prevention research Project in 
  The Bahamas

  This grant funded by the RBC Foundation
  Dr. Mary Lou Smith
  Dr. Stanley Read, Dr. Ari Bitnun
  Hospital for Sick Children and University of Toronto
  Neurodevelopmental Outcomes of Pre-and Perinatal Exposure to   
  Antiretroviral Treatment in HIV-Uninfected Children

  Dr. Reina Bendayan
  The Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy
  Role of Drug Transporters in Antiretroviral Drug Absorption and Grus-Drug  
  Interactions in Intestinal Tissue (renewal application)

  Dr. Clifford Lingwood
  Dr. Donald Branch
  Hospital for Sick Children 
  Glycolipid Mimetics Block gp120 chemokine Receptor Binding and 
  HIV Infection

  Dr. Mark Wainberg
  Dr. Thibault Mesplede
  McGill University AIDS Centre
  Investigating the Role of Subtype-Specific Polymorphisms in HIV-1   
  Resistance to Integrase Inhibitors

  Dr. Lena Serghides
  Dr. John Sled, Dr. Eszter Papp
  University of Health Network
  The Impact of HIV Protease Inhibitors on Angiogenesis during Pregnancy

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Research Partnership $80,000
CANFAR Chair in HIV/AIDS Research
  B.C. Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, St. Paul’s HospitalPartner
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Having been involved in the HIV medical and research community for almost 30 years, I have seen the impact of HIV and 
AIDS research firsthand. I have been through the time when many people with HIV were dying, and now, with available 
antiretroviral treatment, people can live healthy, productive lives. As a pediatrician, I see our children graduating from our 
program to adult care, but most exciting, many are going on to college and university. We have progressed from the time 
when more than 25% of HIV-positive mothers would have HIV-positive children. Now we are helping HIV-positive mothers 
have normal, healthy babies through appropriate care and treatment. CANFAR has played a role in this development as well.
 
But the journey is not over. Many children, parents, partners, and friends continue to be diagnosed with HIV every year. With 
your support, CANFAR-funded scientists and researchers will continue to search for a preventive vaccine, and eventually a 
cure—thank you!

Dr. Stanley  Read, 
CANFAR Scientific Advisory Committee, Chair
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It’s important to realize that 
CANFAR is more than a funding 
source for research, but it plays 

a major educational role as well. 
We can all look forward to many 

exciting developments in the 
years to come, always working 
toward prevention and a cure.

Dr. Stanley Read
Chair, CANFAR’s Scientific Advisory Committee
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PROGRAMS Kisses 4 CANFAR • Campus Clubs
Young Professional Council • Legacy Group

KISSES 4 CANFAR
This year, CANFAR introduced a new 
national education campaign. Based on the 
feedback we had received from teachers 
and students, we updated the former Have 
a Heart for CANFAR program and created a 
modernized, digital campaign called Kisses 
4 CANFAR.

In fall of 2012, Kisses 4 CANFAR was 
introduced to 2 million students at 3,000 
schools, in every province and territory. 
By November, over 300 schools requested 
additional material to run CANFAR’s 
programs in conjunction with World AIDS 
Day and Kisses 4 CANFAR.  

Taking place from February 1 to 15, 2013, 
Kisses 4 CANFAR encouraged leadership 
skills and increased awareness about 
HIV and AIDS, all while raising funds for 
research. CANFAR’s message that education 
is the key to prevention was spread by 
calling on Canadians to wear red lips –
bright red lipstick, kiss pins, or kiss tattoos 
– to promote an open dialogue about HIV. 
Word of our campaign spread across the 
country through social media channels, our 
public service announcement that aired 
on MuchMusic, and our educational and 
promotional posters distributed nationwide. 
The online buzz and social media 
impressions were greater than any CANFAR 
program has seen in the past. 

In addition, CANFAR partnered with ALDO 
to launch the Kisses 4 CANFAR online 
challenge. During this unique two-week 
challenge, ALDO committed to donating $15 
to CANFAR for every $30 ALDO gift card 
sold through the Kisses 4 CANFAR website. 
Through this initiative we were able to reach 
a variety of CANFAR supporters including 
high schools, Campus Clubs, young 
professionals, sponsors, and board members. 
We also heard from Canadians who were 
inspired to become involved after learning 
about the cause. More than $21,000 was 
raised by over 300 participants during this 
two-week challenge.

The inaugural year of Kisses 4 CANFAR 
made a huge impact nationwide. The 
campaign reached a diverse network of 
young people, all bound by a desire to find 
a cure for AIDS. The kind of peer-to-peer 
education promoted by Kisses 4 CANFAR is 
vital in curbing the spread of AIDS among 
young people, an at-risk demographic. 
Kisses 4 CANFAR raised more than $90,000 
in its first year, and represents a movement 
that students, teachers, parents, and 
professionals alike can be a part of for years 
to come.

4.4 MILLION

2 MILLION

Kisses 4 CANFAR reached 2 MILLION 
students in every province and territory

The #Kisses4CANFAR hashtag accumulated 
4.4 MILLION impressions online

PROGRAMS PROGRAMS
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CAMPUS CLUBS
From the University of Victoria in British 
Columbia to Dalhousie in Nova Scotia, 
CANFAR’s Campus Clubs from coast-
to-coast had a very active year. In the 
fall, CANFAR partnered with student-life 
organization, Campus Perks, to engage 
additional campuses leading up to World 
AIDS Day, allowing CANFAR to reach 10 new 
campuses. In addition to their fundraising 
efforts around World AIDS Day and Kisses 4 
CANFAR, CANFAR Clubs also independently 
organized many speaker’s nights, red parties, 
bake sales, and fundraisers.  

CANFAR’s Campus Clubs make considerable 
efforts to combat existing complacency and 
stigma related to HIV and AIDS, promote 
condom use, and increase knowledge 
about the harsh realities associated 
with AIDS. This year, one CANFAR staff 
member acted as the primary contact to 
our Campus Clubs in an effort to build 
a more effective connection with these 
students. This increased communication 
resulted in stronger ties between Campus 
Clubs and the CANFAR office. Together, 
CANFAR Clubs raised more than $30,000 
to support CANFAR’s life-saving HIV and 
AIDS research.

Our clubs are made up of ambitious and 
passionate leaders with a lot of great ideas, 
and are spread throughout eight provinces. 
Raising awareness among young people is 
a huge part of CANFAR’s mission and we 
are always striving to build our presence on 
campuses nationwide.  

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
COUNCIL
CANFAR’s Young Professional Council (YPC) 
held their third annual In the Loop event 
in September at Alison Milne Gallery in 
Toronto. This recruitment event invites young 
professionals to meet the YPC members and 
learn more about the work of this community-
based volunteer organization. 

In February, the YPC hosted a speaker’s 
night featuring a diverse panel of speakers 
directly involved in the HIV and AIDS 
community. Each speaker presented varying 
perspectives on the social, legal, medical, 
and emotional issues that impact individuals 
and communities affected by the virus 
across Canada.

The YPC also held their third annual Our 
Future Without AIDS fundraiser on April 
27, 2013. Described as a fusion of art 
and technology, this event saw over 400 
guests in attendance, including a few 
A-list celebrities like Rachel McAdams and 
Terrence Howard! The evening featured a live 
art experience, an art auction, great food, and 
fantastic music. This year the YPC raised more 
than $33,000 in support of CANFAR!

PROGRAMS PROGRAMS
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LEGACY GROUP
The Legacy Group experienced a lot of 
exciting growth this year. 

In April, Legacy Group Ottawa hosted their 
very first reception. Held at the home of the 
distinguished Harvey Slack, guests were 
treated to speeches from Brent Bambury 
of CBC’s Day 6 and Dr. Bill Ryan. 

Legacy Group Toronto hosted their fall 
reception at the Shangri-La, Toronto and 
featured a conversation between Global 
News Co-Anchor, Leslie Roberts, and 
CANFAR Scientific Advisory Committee 
member, Dr. Trevor Hart.  The Toronto 
spring reception was held at the home of 
renowned interior designers George Yabu and 
Glenn Pushelberg, with a speech from the 
celebrated William Thorsell, O. Ont. Legacy 
Group committee Chairs Chris Kelly and 
David Hoe, alongside CANFAR President and 
CEO Christopher Bunting, are very thankful 
for the support of everyone who attended 
these events. 

PROGRAMS PROGRAMS
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I have been involved with 
Bloor Street Entertains for 

approximately 16 years 
including chairing 4 Bloor Street 

Entertains Galas. I have seen 
the increase in the funds and 
the level of awareness raised 

for CANFAR, the beneficiary of 
the Galas. It is very rewarding 
to work on events that create 
interest and support from all 

walks of life.

Janice O’Born
Chair, The Printing House Charitable Office
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EVENTS Get on Board for CANFAR • AIDSbeat  
Bloor Street Entertains  
Can YOU Do Lunch? • PRIDE
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Get on Board 
for CANFAR
On September 15, 2012, CANFAR 
partnered with Dexter Associates Realty 
for the second year in a row to host, “Get 
on Board for CANFAR.” The evening, 
held at the Vancouver Maritime Museum, 
featured music by Tom Arntzen, food by 
Tobias MacDonald of La Belle Auberge, 
live and silent auctions, a raffle for two 
round-trip tickets from Vancouver to London 
compliments of Virgin Airlines, and much 
more! Thank you to everyone who came out 
to support this fantastic evening. 

AIDSbeat
On Friday, October 12, 2012 the Toronto 
legal community turned back the clock to 
the Summer of Love! The much anticipated 
battle-of-the-bands benefit concert, the 
biggest of its kind in Toronto, rocked the 
Kool Haus for the 17th year, attracting an 
audience of 1,200 and raising more than 
$300,000 for life-saving research. 

Guests let their hair down, donned their 
tie-dye, and swayed to the sounds of the 
‘60s while enjoying two experiential areas: 
a psychedelic photo booth and a re-creation 
of the Montreal Bed-In (complete with their 
very own John Lennon). 

AIDSbeat 2012 had many unique initiatives 
to raise money for AIDS research, including 
the always popular Balloon Pop. This year, 
it was bigger and better than ever, offering 
guests 600 balloons to pop, with a 1-in-3 
chance to win a prize. One guest even went 
home with a trip for two to San Francisco! 

We are very grateful to the incredible support 
of all the volunteers, including emcee 
Mark Holmes and the 2012 judges, Drew 
Hasselbeck, Cory Lee of Degrassi, Rob 
Laidlaw and Sergio Galli of Platinum Blonde, 
and Alan Frew of Glass Tiger. 

As always, the outstanding success of 
this annual event was made possible by 
AIDSbeat Founder and committee Co-Chair 
Patricia Olasker, of Davies Ward Phillips & 
Vineberg LLP, and Co-Chairs Gordon Capern 
and Sue-Anne Fox. Because of their hard 
work, we were able to put 90 cents of every 
dollar raised towards HIV research. 

Our thanks would not be complete without 
recognizing the generous support of 
Presenting Sponsor Cadillac, and all of the 
sponsors, donors, and volunteers who made 
AIDSbeat 2012 a rockin’ evening!

EVENTS EVENTS
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Bloor Street Entertains
On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, 
individuals and corporations came 
together to Focus on the POS[+]VE at 
CANFAR’s signature fundraising gala, Bloor 
Street Entertains.  

For the first time ever, the evening kicked 
off in style with the Twilight pre-party at the 
Royal Ontario Museum. Guests were treated 
to an array of entertainment including 
performances by singer Sean Jones and the 
Orpheus Choir. 

Thank you to the generous support of our 
many sponsors and table purchasers, and 
the incredible commitment from the chefs, 
venues, and florists who donate their time 
and talents at Bloor Street Entertains 
each year.  

CANFAR would like to further acknowledge 
Bloor Street Entertains 2012 Patrons Joe 
Brennan and Daniel Greenglass for their 
commitment to CANFAR and life-saving 
research, as well as 2012 Gala Chair Tristan 
Michela. We are also extremely grateful 
to returning Presenting Sponsor Sun Life 
Financial for their continued support. 
Thanks to the passion of this leadership 
team, we were able to successfully raise 
close to $400,000 in support of vital 
HIV research. 

EVENTS EVENTS
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Can YOU Do Lunch?
On June 19, 2013, CANFAR launched 
the first ever Can YOU Do Lunch?, a 
spring fundraising luncheon targeting 
women professionals and their friends and 
colleagues. We are proud to announce that 
it was a sold out event, raising more than 
$30,000 for HIV research. 

This new event offered a 90 minute break 
from hectic schedules for a little bit of 
pampering, entertainment, networking, and 
the opportunity to indulge in one of the 
greatest pleasures ever – shopping. Thank 
you to all those who donated to our Can YOU 
Do Lunch? silent auction. 

Guests were treated to inspirational words 
from two powerful women: Valerie Pringle, 
CANFAR’s National Spokesperson; and guest 
speaker, Dr. Linda Rapson, whose work in 
pain management has touched the lives 
of many in the areas of rehabilitation, the 
delivery of palliative care, and HIV 
and AIDS.  

CANFAR is very grateful to Andrew Grimes 
and Nik Manojlovich, whose leadership 
made the success of this new event possible. 
Our sincere thanks also go out to the many 
in-kind sponsors, and Alex Filiatrault and the 
staff of of Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto for their 
support and outstanding service. 

Pride
CANFAR volunteers and staff had a fantastic 
time at Pride on June 30, 2013. In addition 
to marching in the parade, we had a booth 
at the Pride Streetfair where we had great 
conversations with CANFAR friends, old and 
new, and handed out our Pride-o-Grams (a 
package of gum, a condom, a red ribbon, 
and important information on HIV and 
AIDS).  We also had a presence at Woody’s 
annual Pride kick-off party. 

A big thank you to everyone who supported 
us at Pride! We anxiously look forward to 
celebrating WorldPride 2014 in Toronto. 

EVENTS EVENTS

EACh MINUTE one young woman is 
infected with HIV.
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25 years of commitment from 
donors, volunteers, staff, board 

members, scientists, and all 
other supporters dedicated to 

ending AIDS. Together we have 
accomplished a tremendous 

amount of awareness and funds 
for research that has benefited 
the lives of millions around the 
world. After 25 years, we are 
not only celebrating our past 

accomplishments and how far 
we have come, but also the future 

successes that we will have. 

Amanda Armstrong
CANFAR Supporter
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Casey Antolak
Charles Armstrong
Gordon Capern
Christopher J. Garland
Andrew Grimes
Robert Hoppenheim
Hon. Henry N.R. Jackman
Duane Ledgister 
K. Kellie Leitch
Stephen Lewis
Tristan Michaela
Tony Pedari
Greg Power
John Prato
Dr. Stanley Read
Dr. Sean Rourke 
David M. Stovel
Leanne Weld Kostopoulos
Hon. Bill Graham
Gareth Seltzer
Penny Shore
Susan Rimmer

ADVISORY 
COUNCIL
Richard P. Ellis
Co-Chair

Dr. K. Kellie Leitch
Co-Chair

H. Michael Burns
Lauren Andre
Elissa Beckett
David Bensadoun
Ron Blache-Fraser
Jean Coutu
Alison Dalglish-Pottow
Michael B. Davies
L. Yves Fortier
Norbert Gilmore
Paul V. Godfrey
Stanley H. Hartt
Carol Hill
David LeGresley
Teresa Marques
Ted Nation
Janice O’Born
Hon. David Peterson
Sonya Savage
Donna Scott
Schuyler M. Sigel
Paul Smetanin
Allan R. Taylor
David Vallee
James D. Watson
Peter G. White
Andrew Williams
Adam H. Zimmerman
Shaun Francis

SCIENTIFIC 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
Stanley Read, 
M.D., Ph.D., F.R.C.P.(C.)
Chair

Mark Wainberg, Ph.D.
Co-Chair

Alan Cochrane, Ph.D.
Evan Collins, 
M.D., Ph.D., F.R.C.P.(C.)
Helene Cote, Ph.D.
Norbert Gilmore, 
M.D., Ph.D.
Eudice Goldberg, 
M.D., F.R.C.P. (C.)
Michael Grant, Ph.D.
Trevor Hart, Ph.D., C.Psych
Sean Hosein
Chen Liang, Ph.D.
Mona Loutfy, 
F.R.C.P.(C.), M.P.H.
Paul Sandstrom, Ph.D
Cecile Tremblay, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.(C.)
Sharon Walmsley, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.

Andrew M. Pringle
Chair

Salah J. Bachir
Deputy Chair

Patricia Olasker
Vice Chair and Secretary

Patti A. MacNicol
Vice President and Treasurer

Dr. K. Kellie Leitch
Vice President

OFFICERS

NATIONAL
SPOKESPERSON
Valerie Pringle

PRESIDENT 
& C.E.O.
Christopher Bunting

ThE VOLUNTEER 
AWARDS

ChAIRMAN’S AWARD
RBC Foundation

KISS AWARD
Gail McInnes
SCORA Sherbrooke
David Zohoun

AWARD FOR 
INNOVATION
Three Chairs

CANFAR EVENT 
AWARD
Tina Clare

PRESIDENT’S 
NOD AWARD
Doug Campbell
Ed Hanecak
Jeff Saunders

PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP

RED RIBBON AWARD
Duncan MacMillan High School, 
     Nova Scotia
Norwood High School, 
     Ontario
École Secondaire Saint-Luc, 
     Quebec

YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL 
COUNCIL AWARD
Christina Perreault

VOLUNTEER OF ThE 
YEAR AWARD
Richard Ellis

It goes without saying that CANFAR 
simply could not operate without our 
many volunteers. From packing envelopes 
and organizing mailings, to ensuring that 
CANFAR events run smoothly, our volunteers 
are nothing short of incredible.

This year, members of the CANFAR family, 
from first-time volunteers to old friends who 
have seen CANFAR grow from the ground 
up, joined together at the John Labatt Pub 
for an evening hosted by CANFAR’s National 
Spokesperson, Valerie Pringle. The evening 
honoured those who have donated their time 
and efforts in support of CANFAR.

Thank you, to each and every person who 
has helped CANFAR – not only this year, but 
for the past 25 years – on our pursuit to end 
AIDS through research.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ThE VOLUNTEER AWARDS
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DONORS
CANFAR is extremely grateful to the 
many individuals, corporations, 
foundations and groups who are 
committed to helping us end AIDS 
through research. The following 
list reflects total individual and 
organizational cash gifts in the 
2012/2013 fiscal year. Thank you!

If your name has been omitted, 
please accept our sincerest 
apologies and contact Laura 
Graham at lgraham@CANFAR.com 
or 1-800-563-CURE (2873). 

RESEARCh 
PARTNERS
An annual gift of $1,000 or more 
qualifies an individual as a 
Research Partner. We acknowledge 
the following individuals for their 
leadership and generosity in the 
fight against HIV and AIDS.

$10,000 - $24,999
James Beattie
Daniel Greenglass and Joe Brennan
Michael Higgins
Patricia Olasker
Edward and Barbara Smith

$5,000 - $9,999
Michael B. Cruickshank
Elvio Delzotto
Nita and Jonathan Hunter
Mark Johnston
Peter M. Partridge
Susan Rimmer
1 anonymous donor

$1,000 - $4,999
James Ambrose
Ron Atkinson
Stewart Barclay
Doyle Bauman
Fred Blain
Beverley Browne
Christopher Bunting
Betty Butler
Peter Cullen
Mark Daitchman
John D. Edison
Richard P. Ellis
Sue-Anne Fox
Howard Franklin
Christopher J. Garland
Allen Garson
Dr. J. Lawrence Gitterman
Christopher Grimston
Trevor Hart
Lenore and David Hawkey
Geoff Hogarth
Suzanne Johnson
Michael Lee
David Lukin
Patti A. MacNicol
Linda McCain
Bruce McCartney
Jim and Elaine McGivern
David Messenger
Joselyn Morrison
Paul Noble
Charles and Lore Ormrod
Michael O’Sullivan
Jennifer and Lou Pagnutti
George W. Parry
Moris Pilla
Casey J. Roswell
Michael Royce
Aaron Shea
Gary Shieck
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Stewart
Robert A. Stewart
David M. Stovel

Jerry Tomberlin
James Turner
Richard Van Nest
Christian Vermast
Michael Von Teichman
Stephan Weishaupt
Julia West and Richard Wernham
Rick and Cheryl Wright
4 anonymous donors

LEADING 
INSTITUTIONAL 
SUPPORTERS 
OF RESEARCh
CANFAR Leading Institutional 
Supporters of Research are 
corporations, foundations and 
groups who have donated $1,000 or 
more to CANFAR’s Research Grant 
Program during our 2012/2013 
fiscal year.

$25,000 AND ABOVE

RBC Foundation
The Great-West Life, 
     London Life and Canada    
     Life Research Grant

$10,000 - $24,999
Macquarie Group Foundation
National Bank of Canada
S. A. Armstrong Limited
Love & Light Mercy Fund at 
      The Calgary Foundation
TSX Group

$5,000 - $9,999
McLean Smits Family  
      Foundation

Simcoe Wellington  
     Residences Inc.
Staff Your Event
T101 Ltd.
The LeGresley Family  
     Foundation
1 anonymous donor

$1,000 - $4,999
BMO
Chair-man Mills Limited
Industrial Alliance Insurance 
     and Financial Services Inc.
Jackman Foundation
James Robertson Art 
     Consultants Inc.
Linden & Associates 
     Professional Corp.
Macquarie North America Ltd.
McDonald’s Restaurants of 
     Canada Limited
Nixon Charitable Foundation
Premier Life
RBC Capital Markets
Sears Employees Charitable Fund
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto
The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
The Norman and Margaret 
     Jewison Charitable Foundation
United Way Centraide Ottawa
Wawanesa Insurance Company
Yabu Pushelberg

SUPPORTERS
CANFAR Supporters are comprised 
of individuals, corporations, 
foundations and groups who have 
donated $250 - $999 throughout 
the 2012/2013 fiscal year.

$500 - $999
Phil Abraham
James H. Allworth
Sheridan Antoniuk
Daniel L. Bain
Ron Barry
Paul and Kaye Beeston
Bell Canada
Mr. Walter M. Bowen 
     and Mrs. Lisa Balfour Bowen
Robert Brien
Brenda L. Brodie
Chadrick Buffel
Debbie and Murray Chant
Graeme C. Clark
André and Katherine Colenbrander
Barry M. Cooper
Randy Cranston
Robert D. Crockford
Jason Demone
Bryce and Nicki Douglas
Jeff Downs
Google
Geoffrey and Anne Gouinlock
Donald G. Grant
Neil Guthrie
Fen Hampson
David Hoe
Israel Foulon LLP
Harry and Toby Jordan Foundation
Chris Kelly
Audrey Kenny
KPMG Charitable Foundation
Stephen E. Langlois
Charles Lesaux
John Lombard
Robert and Patricia Lord
Philip MacAdam
Mark Mahoney
Teresa C. Marques
Mary Martin
Drew McGinn
Bradford McIntosh
Joseph Micallef

Lloyd Morrison
Géraldine Moussa
Michael Norman
Ontario Power Generation
A. R. Pattee
William Pelletier
Nancy Pencer
Inez Rodrigues
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rutherford
Edward Saunders
Robert P. Singleton
Alison Smith
Lawrence Spicer
Shelly Steeves
Andrew Talpash
Telus Corporation
Mary M. Thomson
Jennifer Tory
Daniel Turko
Marcia E. Watt
Craig Wilkinson
Diana Woodhead
David M. W. Young
3 anonymous donors

$250 - $499
Robin Allstadt
E. J. Alon
Tara J. Ballance
Robby Basi
Elissa Beckett
Kelly Bernard
Doug Bernier
Sam Bleiweiss
Philip Breault
Jeff Cohen
Rod Cole
Anthony Collins
Derek Cook
Tim N. Coristine
Christopher Culham
Tony D’Addario
David Merkur Holdings Inc.
Simon Dennison

Reva Devins
Dr. Henry Chong 
      Optometric Corporation
Margaret Dunn
Robert and Ellen Eisenberg
Christine Elliott
Engelite Charitable Foundation
Michael and Brenda Evans
Douglas Fish
Katherine Fisher-Laxa
Didier Frechette
Freedom International 
     Brokerage Inc.
John Freeman
Vivienne R. Gair
Brendan S. Gillon
Mary B. Harris
Erin Harvey
Jeff Havercroft
Rita Hoff
Keith Holland
Barry and Linda Holmes
Robert Hutchison
Hydro One
Michaela Hynie
Sherrie James
Donald K. Johnson
Robert Koblinsky
Melissa Kucheran-Wolke
Alison Lawler-Dean
Stephanne Lepage
Nick Lewis
Torry Lowenbach
Warren Derek Lux
Pamela Lynch
Susan Lyons
Natasha MacParland
Louise Maracle
Neil McDermid
David McFarlane
Robin McQuillan
Marianna Middelberg
Craig Miller and Susan Meech
Allan Mills

Robert Murphy
Larry Murray
Theerthalingam Murugappah
Chloe Muttoo
Kathleen O’Hara
Gloria Olsen
Colleen Potts
L. Prescott
Phyllis Pringle
Rockwell Automation Employee  
      Charitable Fund
Alfred Scrutton
Loreto Sdao
Edward Sparks
Louise and Bill Sutton
Mark Taylor
The Hilborn Group Ltd.
William Toner
Two Smiths
United Way of Fort McMurray
United Way of the Alberta 
      Capital Region
Gillian Von Teichman
Tarek Wassef
Michael Wilson
A. C. Wright
4 anonymous donors

OPERATIONAL SUPPORTERS
Oxford Properties Group Inc.
The Dominion of Canada General  
     Insurance Company
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Weber Shandwick Worldwide
Labatt Breweries of Canada
Keshia Chanté
Valerie Pringle
Kraft Canada Inc.
Ansell Canada Inc.
Canpar
Zoom Printing

DONORS DONORS
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AIDSbeat
Presenting Sponsor
General Motors Corporation

Gold Sponsor
Agnico-Eagle Mines Limited
Laurel Hill Advisory Group
Platinum Legal Group Inc
TSX Group

Silver Sponsors
Babin Barristers
Cohen Hamilton Steger & Co. Inc.
HudBay Minerals
Lexpert
Paliare Roland Rosenberg 
      Rothstein LLP
RBC Foundation
The Schad Foundation
Thornton Grout Finnigan LLP

Bronze Sponsors
Bogoroch & Associates
Canadian Bar 
      Insurance Association
Duff & Phelps
Dutton Brock LLP
ESC Corporate Services
Fogler, Rubinoff LLP
Fuller Landau LLP
Heenan Blaikie LLP
Manulife Financial
Matson Driscoll & Damico LLP

Law Firm Leaders
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP
Lax O’Sullivan Scott LLP
Lenczner Slaght Royce Smith 
      Griffin LLP
McMillan LLP
Norton Rose Barristers & Solicitors
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP

Law Firm Supporters
Adair Morse LLP
ATD Legal Services 

       Professional Corporation
Basman Smith LLP
Bennett Jones LLP (Toronto)
Bereskin and Parr Barrister 
      & Solicitors
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Cooper, Sandler, Shime 
      & Bergman LLP
Crawley Meredith Brush LLP
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Epstein Cole LLP
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP
Filion Wakely Thorup Angeletti LLP
Fireman Steinmetz
Gardiner Roberts LLP
Gertler & Koven
Greenspan Humphrey Lavine
Groia & Company Professional 
Corporation
Henein & Associates
Howie, Sacks & Henry LLP
Koskie Minsky LLP
Linden & Associates 
      Professional Corporation
Miller Thomson LLP
Shibley Righton LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
      & Flom LLP
Stikeman Elliott LLP
Stockwoods LLP
Teplitsky, Colson LLP
Torkin Manes LLP
Torys LLP

In Kind Sponsors
Amsterdam Brewery
Astral Media
Daniel et Daniel Event 
      Creation and Catering
Divine Furniture Rental
ESKA
Gourmet Cuisine
Kool Haus
Marketwire
Medcan
Nine One One Maxim Studios
Purolator Inc.
TAG Vodka
The Mod Club
Trialto Wine
Uber Canada

Lounge Table Purchasers
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.
BNY Mellon
Brett Ledger
CIBC World Markets Inc.
Liblong Digambar 
      Professional Corporation
Matson, Driscoll & Damico LTD

Donors
Andrew Talpash
Gord Capern
Israel Foulon LLP
James K. Stewart
Patricia Olasker
Sue-Anne Fox

Media Sponsor
Listed
Precedent

Newspaper Sponsor
National Post

Print Sponsor
R.R. Donnelley

Bloor Street 
Entertains
Presenting Sponsor
Sun Life Assurance 
      Company of Canada

Prevention Sponsor
BMO Financial Group

Illumination Sponsors
Labatt Breweries of Canada
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto

Discovery Sponsor
Candeal

Innovation Sponsor
Manulife Financial

In Kind Sponsors
CP24

Chair-man Mills
Dufflet Pastries
ESKA
Exclusive Affair Rentals
Four Seasons Hotel Toronto
Higgins Event Rentals
National Post
Staff Your Event
TAG Vodka
The Printing House Limited
Toronto Life
Weber Shandwick  
Zoom Media

Auction Sponsors
Air Canada
AirSprint
BCBG Maxazria
Charles Pachter
Country Link
GE Monogram
Harry Rosen
Holt Renfrew
Holt Renfrew Furs
Lyall Hotel
Mother Parkers Tea & Coffee
MyEscapades.com
Preferred Hotel Group
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto
VoX International Inc.

Corporate Champions
Andrew & Valerie Pringle
Andrew Grimes & James Beattie
Beth Nowers & Jack Curtin
Cineplex Entertainment LP
CIBC World Markets
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Holt Renfrew
Janice O’Born
Knightsbridge
The Hon. Margaret McCain
McDonald’s Restaurants of 
      Canada Limited
Paliare Roland Rosenberg 
      Rothstein LLP
PwC
Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation
RP Investment Advisors

Royal LePage Real 
      Estate Services Ltd.
Scotiabank
TD Bank Financial Group
Tristan Michela

Venues
BOSS Bloor Street
Cartier
The Gardiner Museum
Harry Rosen
Holt Renfrew
Liss Gallery
Montblanc
Park Hyatt Toronto
Pink Tartan
The Home of Joe Brennan and  
      Daniel Greenglass
The Home of John Tory 
      and Barbara Hackett
The Home of Barry 
      and Debra Campbell
Rimowa
The Royal Ontario Museum
Roots Canada
Swarovski
Tiffany & Co.
Victorinox Swiss Army
William Ashley

Chefs
Paul Boehmer, Boehmer
Lucas Castle, holts cafe
Jayne Dunsmore, 
      Jayne’s Gourmet Catering and  
      Event Management
Keith Froggett, Scaramouche
L-EAT Catering
Rob Gentile, Buca
Simon Kattar, à la carte
Jamie Kennedy, Jamie Kennedy 
      at the Gardiner 
Ben Lewis, Presidential Gourmet
Brad Long, Belong Catering
Joan Monfaredi, Park Hyatt Toronto
James Olberg, La Société Bistro
Frank Parhizgar, Frank’s Kitchen
Giacomo Pasquini, Vertical
Corbin Tomaszeski, c5
Cory Vitiello, The Harbord Room
Geoff Webb, Sassafraz

Trevor Wilkinson, Trevor 
      Kitchen and Bar
Bruce Woods, Modus
 
Florists
Decor & More
Earthwork
eco | stems
events in bloom
Fiori Florals
Floral Werx
Forget Me Not Flowers
Jackie O
Quince
San Remo
Stardust Events
Tamae
Tapestry Decor
The Colourfield

Donors
Aaron Young
Adam Cohen
Amanda Buchanan
Amanda M. O’Reilly
Andrea Janus
Andrea McEwan
Andrew Grimes
Andrew Kearney
Andrew M. Pringle
Andrew Stockton
Ashley Downey
Belong Catering
Brian Byrne
Bruce Bailey
Carol Scott
Catherine Pringle
Chair-man Mills Limited
Chris MacGregor
Christian Vermast
Christina Perreault
CMGRP Inc.
Daniel Greenglass
David Truong
Ed Hanecak
Ella L. Bernhard
Emily Fan
Gurulink Incorporated
Ian Collins
Jackie Daitchman
Jackman Foundation

James Ambrose
Japneet Kaur
Jayson Horner
Jennifer Harris
Jennifer Knox
Jeri Brown
Jessica Prince
John Bartello
Kaitlyn Barry
Karen Cleveland
Karl Lohnes
Lauren Genz
Lee Addison
Loreto Sdao
Lydia Pardu
Macquarie Group Foundation
Mariko Sormon
Mark Mahoney
Max Valiquette
Medcan Health Management
Megan Keenberg
Michael B. Cruickshank
Monika Bujalska
Nancy Pencer
Niki Duchesnay
Odielu Media Group
Paul F. Oakley
Peter M. Partridge
Phillip Crawley
Rebecca Lewis
Rick DeClute
S. A. Armstrong Limited
Sean B. Rourke
Sean Boyd
Sebastian Cosgrove
Sherman Ki
Simon Overington
Sonia Mariana
Stewart Barclay
The Printing House Charitable Office
Three Chairs Corp
Tristan Michela
Yona Zukerman
Zack Kilislian

Can You Do 
Lunch?
Runway Sponsor
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto

Floral Sponsor
Linden Grove Flowers

Sponsors
5ive15ifteen Photo Company
Chair-Man Mills
McDonald’s Canada Womens 
      Leadership Network
Options For Her
Purdy’s Chocolates

Table Sponsors
Harleen Bains
Candeal
Cineplex
Ernst & Young
Andrew Grimes
Macquarie Private Wealth Inc.
Mary Susanne Lamont
The Mantini Family
Moss & Lam Inc.
Patricia Olasker
Paliare Roland Rosenberg 
      Rothstein LLP 
Irene Pantalone
The Printing House Ltd.
PwC
RBC Foundation
Starwood Hotels

Auction Donors
Akasha Art Projects
Bianco by Sarah Band
Bowrings
Cabaret
Consonant Skincare
CREED Drycleaners
Crème Brasserie
Dare To Wear Love
Designs by NAOMI
Farley Chatto Designs
Forget-Me-Not Flowers
Guerlain Boutique

DONORS DONORS
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CANFAR’s success for the 
past 25 years tells a brilliant 
story about the compassion of 
Canadians. United, we have 
worked together to eradicate 
this disease. This dedication 
proves to me that Canadians 
will support CANFAR until a 
cure is found. I know I will.

DONORS

GE Monogram
HOAX Couture
Holt Renfrew
Kara Ross
Ki Restaurant
L’Occitane
La Societe
Laborde Design
Lucy Waverman
Medcan
Mindham Fine Jewellery Inc.
Modern Optical
MOVADO
Pat McDonagh
Pottery Barn
Quasar Mode
Ross Mayer
Secrett
Shay Lowe Jewelry
Starbucks
Swarovski
The Old Bank House, 
      Niagara-on-the-Lake
Trade Secrets, TD Centre
United Colors of Benetton
WaySpas
Whitney Linen

Kisses 4 
CANFAR
Corporate Sponsors
ALDO
CIBC 
Freedom International 
      Brokerage Inc.
The Great-West Life 
      Assurance Company

In Kind Sponsors
Ansell Canada Inc. 
Kraft Canada Inc.
Tosuta International 

Media Sponsors
MuchMusic
Three Chairs
Zoom Media

Campus Clubs
Bishop’s University
Carleton University
      Kappa Sigma Fraternity
Dalhousie University
Marianopolis College
McGill University
McMaster University
Memorial University of  
      Newfoundland
The Purple Spur Society, Western 
      University
University of Alberta
University of Toronto - St. George   
      Campus
York University

Young 
Professional 
Council 
Donors
Joe Fresh
BMO
Ontario Medical Association

In Kind Sponsors
Autoshare
Avis Budget Group
Bloor Street Market
Booty Camp Fitness
The Burroughes
Café Shu
Caplansky’s
Cardinal Rule
Corby 
DJ Cal
Ela Handbags
Goodlife Fitness
Iceberg Vodka
Kaytran Eyewear
Labatt Breweries of Canada
Mosaic
L-Eat Catering
Longo’s
Medcan
Mercatto

Molson
Quattro Photobooth
Xtra!
Stockyards
Tarragon Theatre

Danielle Lalonde
CANFAR Supporter
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AUDITOR’S REPORT

AUDTIOR’S REPORT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Assets
Current       
Cash      
Short-term investments 
Account receivable
HST recoverable 
Prepaid expenses 

 
Capital assets 
Investments 

Liabilities
Current
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Grants payable

Deferred Contributions

Fund Balances
General

Endowment

2012

898,886
76,656
42,432
45,554
44,747

1,108,275
5,137

736,914

1,850,326

34,769
956,368

991,137
84,253

1,075,390

38,022

736,914

774,936

1,850,326

Condensed Balance Sheet

$

$

$

$

To receive a copy of our full audited financial statements, please contact Laura Graham at lgraham@CANFAR.com 
or call 1-800-563-CURE (2873).

2013

643,489
64,642
43,318
35,933
51,689

839,071
18,867

736,914

1,594,852

58,119
677,256

735,375
260,312

995,687

(137,749)

736,914

599,165

1,594,852

$

$

$

$

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of 
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research which comprise 
the balance sheet as at June 30, 2013 and June 30, 2012 
and the statements of revenue, expenses and charges in 
fund balances and cash flows for the year then ended and 
a summary of significant accounting policies and other 
explanatory information.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair 
presentation of these financial statements in accordance 
with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit 
organizations, and for such internal control as management 
determines is necessary to enable the preparation 
of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on our audits. We conducted our audits 
in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing 
standards. Those standards require that we comply with 
ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit 
evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend 
on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment 
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial 
statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those 
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control 
relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of 
the financial statements in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used 

and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation 
of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained in our 
audits is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
qualified audit opinion. 

Basis for Qualified Opinion

In common, with many not-for-profit organizations, 
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research derives revenue 
from donations, fundraising and awareness events, the 
completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory 
audit verification. Accordingly, our verification of this 
revenue was limited to the amounts recorded in the records 
of the foundation and we were not able to determine 
whether any adjustments might be necessary to revenues, 
excess of revenue over expenses and cash flows from 
operations for the years ended June 30, 2013 and June 30, 
2012, current assets and general fund balances as at June 
30, 2013, June 30, 2012 and July 1, 2011.

Qualified Opinion

In our opinion except for the effects of the matter described 
in the Basis of Qualified Opinion paragraph, the financial 
statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of Canadian Foundation for AIDS 
Research as at June 30, 2013 and June 30, 2012, and the 
results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then 
ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards 
for not-for-profit organizations.

Licensed Public Accountants
Chartered Accountants
September 11, 2013
Toronto, Ontario

CANFAR’s Fiscal Year 2012-2013
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CANFAR’s 25th Anniversary is 
bittersweet. Though I’m happy to 

celebrate and recognize how much 
has been done over the past 25 

years to fund research and build 
awareness, I hope we accomplish 
our goal of ending AIDS globally 
before CANFAR reaches another 

milestone anniversary.

Justin Mendonca
CANFAR Supporter

CANFAR AT 25
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1990 
through 
1999

1981
On June 5, 1981, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 
reported unusual clusters 
of Pneumocystis pneumonia 
caused by a form of 
Pneumocystis carinii in five 
homosexual men in Los Angeles 
in its Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report

1982
By August 1982, the disease was 
being referred to by its new CDC-
coined name: Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)

1983
The Canadian Red Cross 
asks “active” gays, 
bisexuals, IV drug users and 
Haitians to cease donating 
blood in an effort to curb the 
spread of AIDS, although it 
is still not known how AIDS 
is transmitted

AIDS cases are doubling 
every six months1980

1984
Federal Health Minister 
Monique Begin 
announces $1.5 million 
for AIDS research and 
education initiatives

 

1985
The World Health 
Organization (WHO)
announces that there 
are 11,000 cases of AIDS 
worldwide 1986

The Ontario division of the 
Canadian Bar Association 
releases a report on legal 
aspects of the reporting and 
treatment of AIDS patients. 
The report argues that 
compulsory testing should not 
be a condition of employment, 
and employers, school boards 
and school principals are 
not entitled to information 
whether someone has AIDS

1987
AIDS became the first disease 
ever debated on the floor of the 
United Nations (UN) General 
Assembly. The General Assembly 
resolved to mobilize the entire 
UN system in the worldwide 
struggle against AIDS, under 
the leadership of the WHO 1988

December 1, 1988: 
The first World AIDS Day

1989
A Dutch man, Hans Paul 
Verhoef, was imprisoned in 
Minnesota, USA because he 
did not declare that he had HIV 
when he entered the country 

1985
Dinah Koo, Van Beltrame, and 
Robert Mang hold CANFAR’s 
founding meeting

1988
CANFAR holds the first Food 
for Thought gala dinner and 
raises $150,000

1988
The CANFAR 
Board is
formed and 
CANFAR hires
its first paid 
employee

1989
Bluma Appel is elected 
CANFAR’s Chair, the 
Scientific Advisory 
Committee is formally 
organized, and the Junior 
Committee is formed to 
raise awareness

1989
CANFAR awards $184,445 
to 17 grant recipients, 
one of which is Dr. Mark 
Wainberg who identified 
the antiviral capabilities 
of 3TC, a medication now 
commonly used in the HIV 
drug cocktail

1987
On October 26, 1987,CANFAR’s 
incorporation papers are signed 
and the Canadian Foundation for 
AIDS Research is officially born

TIMELINE 1980 ThROUGh TODAY

1980 TODAY

CANFAR’s 25th anniversary makes me think of how much 
has been accomplished since CANFAR was founded 
in 1987. There is a great deal of which to be proud. 

The Anniversary also serves to re-energize our mission 
because while people are living longer and better, we still 
need to care for them while we close the final gap and find 

that vaccine and ultimately a cure.

Christopher Bunting
President and CEO, CANFAR

1980 ThROUGh 1989 1980 ThROUGh 1989
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AIDS-related death 
rates of Americans 
25-44 on the rise

2000 
through 
2009

1991
The Red Ribbon is established 
as the global symbol for AIDS

1991
Freddie Mercury confirms that he 
has AIDS, and just a day later it 
is announced that he has died

1992
The Food and Drug 
Administration 
(FDA) begin 
clinical trials for 
AIDS patients

1992
The first combination 
therapy is approved by 
the FDA

1996
Triple combination therapy as 
treatment is introduced

1998
First HIV vaccine 
study is conducted

1991
CANFAR’s Red Ribbon 
Campaign is created to raise 
awareness on World AIDS 
Day in support of HIV and 
AIDS research

1991
CANFAR grants its first 
Canadian Industry Award 
(CIRA) in the amount
of $100,000

1996
Have a Heart for 
CANFAR becomes a 
national campaign

1996
The first AIDSbeat, a 
battle-of-the-bands 
fundraiser put on 
by the Toronto legal 
community, is held and 
raises $20,000

1997
The Food for Thought gala is 
reinvented as the award-winning 
Bloor Street Entertains

1993
A rock concert called “Shedding 
Light” is hosted at Northern 
Secondary School in Toronto. 
This would become the Have a 
Heart for CANFAR campaign

1980 
through 
1989

1993
First reports of drug resist 
antiretroviral meds to HIV

1994
First HIV saliva 
test approved

1993
Andrew Pringle, current Chair, and 
Christopher Bunting, President 
and CEO, first join CANFAR as 
Board Members 1997

Have a Heart for 
CANFAR becomes 
bilingual, launching 
Ayez du Coeur

1980 TODAY

1990 ThROUGh 1999 1990 ThROUGh 1999
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2010 
through 
TODAY

HIV becomes the leading cause 
of death worldwide among those 
aged 15-59

1990 
through 
1999

2003
The first CANFAR 
Campus Club 
is launched at 
McGill University

2005
With 847 schools participating in 
the Have a Heart for CANFAR program, 
CANFAR’s youth campaign reaches students in 
every province and territory

2006
CANFAR and the Nelson Mandela Children’s 
Fund Canada co-host the AIDS 2006 benefit 
concert to open the XVI International 
Conference on AIDS

2004
The U.S. launches the 
President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) to 
combat AIDS worldwide

2002
The first rapid HIV 
diagnostic test kit is 
introduced, providing 
results within 20-40 
minutes

2002
UNAIDS reports that half of adults 
living with HIV are women

1980 TODAY

With an HIV Positive diagnosis in 1994 the outlook for my 
future was bleak. Life expectancy was eight to ten years 
but thanks to CANFAR’s consistent contribution to AIDS 

research, new medications have come to fruition changing 
the outlook for myself and others infected with this 

virus. We now can plan for our futures knowing that new 
medications are possible and a cure can be found.

Paul Pighin
CANFAR Supporter

2008
Dr. Mark Wainberg, Co-Chair of CANFAR’s 
Scientific Advisory Committee, was awarded 
the Legion d’honneur, France’s highest honour

2003
On March 21, 2003 stores, 
cinemas, restaurants, florists, 
spas, and hotels in both Toronto 
and Winnipeg donated a portion 
of their sales to CANFAR. 
This marked the beginning of the 
Spring for Life campaign

2006
On March 10, 2006, the U.S. 
observes the first annual 
National Women and Girls 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

Following this, on March 20, 
2006, the U.S. observes the 
first annual National Native 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

2009
On October 6, 2009, 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), in 
association with the PEPFAR 
program, approves the 
100th antiretroviral drug2005

WHO, UNAIDS and Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria 
announce joint efforts 
to increase availability 
of antiretroviral drugs in 
developing countries

2000 ThROUGh 2009 2000 ThROUGh 2009
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2000 
through 
2009

2010
CANFAR’s Young Professional
Council is formed to raise both
money and awareness within the
young professional community

2011
The Legacy Group is founded
with the goal of creating a fund for
research, awareness, and social
programming for young, gay males

2012
CANFAR commemorates 25
years of funding life-saving HIV
and AIDS research

2013
CANFAR’s modernized 
youth campaign, Kisses 
4 CANFAR, nets over 
$90,000 and reaches 
over two million young 
people in its first year

2013
Confirmation is published 
that a toddler has been 
“functionally cured” of 
HIV infection

2010
Dr. Kelly MacDonald unveils a
new HIV vaccine candidate that can
reduce, and in some cases prevent,
HIV progression

2011
Confirmation is published that the 
first patient cured of HIV, Timothy 
Ray Brown, is still HIV negative, 
4 years after treatment

1980 TODAY

TODAY

18 MILLION+
DOLLARS hAVE BEEN RAISED TO FUND VITAL hIV AND AIDS RESEARCh

450
RESEARCh GRANTS 
hAVE BEEN FUNDED

CANFAR FUNDED 
RESEARChERS hAVE hELPED 

TO NEARLY ELIMINATE ThE 
RISK OF MOThER-TO-ChILD 

hIV TRANSMISSION

YEARS OF CANFAR

FUNDING 
LIFE SAVING 
RESEARCh

25

20

40
ThOUSAND
CONDOMS 
DISTRIBUTED 
LAST YEAR

CAMPUS 
CLUBS
ACROSS

CANADA
2010 ThROUGh TODAY 2010 ThROUGh TODAY
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FROM ThE ARChIVES

A GLIMPSE INTO ThE CANFAR 
ARChIVES, SPANNING 25 YEARS 
OF ENDING AIDS ThROUGh LIFE 

SAVING RESEARCh
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When I was diagnosed with HIV, 
it felt like my world had ended. 
Then I came to understand my 
own ignorance of the disease, 

and found hope in the discoveries 
research had yielded. Treatment 

for me, unlike my forefathers, 
would lead to a managed life-long 
chronic disease. I owe a lot to the 
heroes, like CANFAR’s founders, 
that helped get us here. I know 
we’ve won a lot of battles but 

we’ve not yet won the war.  I also 
know that it’s organisations like 
CANFAR that will help us to win 

this war and cure HIV.

Ronald Barry
Business Analyst, AMEC Natural Resources
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TF: 1-800-563-CURE (2873)
F: 416-361-5736

WESTERN REGION
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