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The Canadian 
Foundation for AIDS 

Research (CANFAR) is the 
only national charitable 
foundation that raises 
awareness to generate 

funds for research into all 
aspects of HIV infection 

and AIDS.
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I am healthy 
and strong today 
because of the great 
strides CANFAR and 
Canadian doctors 
and scientists have 
made. Now I can do 
things in life that 
at one point I dared 
only dream about...

Paul Pighin
HIV-positive CANFAR supporter and AIDS activist
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messages
Over the past year, the world marked the 30th anniversary of AIDS.  
Men and women in Canada and around the world who are over 
forty will clearly remember those dark and fearful days in the early 
1980s when this dreaded disease first emerged.

Three decades later, much has been accomplished in prolonging 
the lives of those who are HIV-positive. As research advances, care 
also improves, but there is still no vaccine and no cure. While 
researchers are optimistic about the future, there is still a critical 
gap to close.

I am very proud of all the research CANFAR has funded in its 24 
year history. To mark the 30th anniversary of AIDS, CANFAR, in 
partnership with the Social Research Centre in HIV Prevention and 
the Dalla Lana School of Public Health at the University of Toronto, 
undertook the largest national social research project in our history.

Our team wanted to find out where Canadians stand with the 
issue of HIV and AIDS. What are the current attitudes about the 
disease? What are the knowledge levels, perceptions and beliefs of 
the Canadian population? How knowledgeable are we as a country 
about the complex legal issues facing those living with HIV? And 
have we as a society made any progress in destigmatising HIV 
and/or AIDS? The last national study of this kind was conducted by 
the Government of Canada more than five years before, so it was 
time for a fresh update.

The results of our study – called HIV and AIDS in Canada: A 
National Survey – are at once illuminating, encouraging, perplexing 
and, in some cases, startling.  

Canadians, as we would all like to believe, are basically a well-
informed and tolerant people. More than 75 per cent, for example, 
would not have a problem if a colleague at work is HIV-positive, and 
72 per cent would not really be concerned if the local convenience 
store worker has HIV.

But flip those numbers and we see that 25 per cent would have an 
issue if their colleague was living with HIV, and almost 30 per cent 
would be concerned if the convenience store clerk was positive!  
There is still work to be done.

Our researchers found some behavioural patterns that emerged 
from the study to be quite startling. While 93 per cent of Canadians 
are at least moderately knowledgeable about the disease and how it 
spreads, the research revealed that 57 per cent of Canadians with 
multiple sex partners did not use protection during their last sexual 
encounter. There is clearly a need to re-engage Canadians in a 
national discussion about HIV prevention.

This research will help inform our strategy in the years ahead, and 
we hope it will be widely used by interested Canadians as well. We 
are grateful to the research staff at the University of Toronto who 
worked on this project. If you would like a copy of the summary 
report, please contact Alex Kruger in the CANFAR office at 
akruger@canfar.com.  

CANFAR’s mission of ending AIDS through research is sadly not yet 
fulfilled. We must continue to engage Canadians, and work together 
to ensure the 65,000 Canadians who are HIV-positive receive the 
best possible treatment. We must also increase our efforts to close 
that final gap that stands between today and the day we can say we 
have a vaccine, and ultimately a cure.

This document provides you with the financial and operational 
measures of our success in the 2011/2012 financial year, and 
CANFAR’s President and CEO, Christopher Bunting, has outlined 
some important highlights in his report.  

I would like to extend my personal thanks to the many supporters, 
partners, board and committee members, volunteers, and staff who 
have achieved so much this year.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew Pringle
Chair, Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research (CANFAR)

From CANFAR’s Chair, Andrew Pringle
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This past year, CANFAR marked the 30th anniversary of the first 
medical identification of AIDS by breaking both records and 
new ground.

Bloor Street Entertains, the Foundation’s annual black tie gala 
in Toronto, celebrated its 15th anniversary. True to form, it was a 
superb example of community working together – almost everything 
was donated by the city’s finest chefs, retailers, and florists, to 
create an unforgettable experience for their guests. To top it off, the 
whole evening was supported by a veritable army of volunteers.

CANFAR is grateful that Mr. W. Galen Weston and the Honourable 
Hilary M. Weston graciously agreed to serve as Honorary Patrons for 
the anniversary gala. The Chair was Janice O’Born, Chairman of The 
Printing House Charitable Office, and the Vice-Chair was CanDeal’s 
Executive Vice-President, Tristan Michela. Together the team 
realized a net profit of more than $650,000, by far the strongest 
performance in this event’s history.

The ever-popular battle of the bands, staged by Toronto’s legal 
community, also shattered all records. In its 16th year, AIDSbeat  
attracted almost 1,700 party-goers for a night of rock revival, 
costumes, and dancing. The evening ended with a whopping net 
revenue of close to $330,000. Founding Chair, Patricia Olasker, 
and Co-Chairs, Gordon Capern and Sue-Anne Fox, worked tirelessly 
throughout the year with their committee to produce this critically 
acclaimed event.

Thank you to those who helped make these two events happen. 
Because of you and your efforts, Bloor Street Entertains and 
AIDSbeat alone contributed a record $1 million to CANFAR’s 
research and awareness efforts.  

While revenue records were being created, new ground was being 
broken with an inaugural CANFAR fundraiser in Vancouver: Let’s 
Dance for CANFAR. Sponsored and organized by Dexter Associates 
Realty, the event enabled CANFAR to fund a full fellowship at the 
Vancouver-based Canadian HIV Trials Network. We are very grateful 
to Dexter for their creativity and commitment to the cause.

CANFAR saw another first this year with the one year anniversary 
of the Legacy Group, created to fund HIV prevention research, 

awareness, and social programming targeting young, gay men. 
Under the leadership of Legacy Group Chair, Duane Ledgister, the 
group raised more than $130,000 in its first year.

Throughout it all we relied on the steadfast support of our donors, 
volunteers, partners, and sponsors. Thank you for your continued belief 
in our mission to end AIDS through research. Without you we quite 
literally could not have funded more than 400 research grants.

The need to come together to ensure the necessary resources are 
available to support Canadian researchers and enhance Canadian 
prevention initiatives has never been greater. At the same time we 
are working to provide Canadian solutions to a global epidemic.  

If you would like to get involved with CANFAR, I encourage you 
to please get in touch. On behalf of all the staff at CANFAR, our 
sincere thanks and gratitude.

Yours sincerely,

Christopher Bunting

From CANFAR’s President and CEO, Christopher Bunting

President and CEO, Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research (CANFAR)

It is with the help of volunteer leaders and the 
many more who support CANFAR’s fundraising 
and awareness programs that we will achieve our 
objective of ending AIDS through research.
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I have never known a world without AIDS, but I have 
the confidence that this can be achieved. As CANFAR’s 
National Youth Ambassador, I recognize the need to 
educate Canadian youth. We cannot underestimate the 
value of our generation’s contribution in the global 
AIDS response. We have the power to help CANFAR fund 
research that will change the lives of all HIV-positive 
individuals, both locally and globally. We must not rest 
until we are living in an AIDS-free world.

Having been involved in the HIV medical and research 
community for almost 30 years, I have seen the positive 
impact of research on HIV and AIDS. In order to prevent 
further spread of HIV through a vaccine and ultimately 
a cure for those infected, we need continued focus 
on prevention and research. The investigations that 
CANFAR fund represent the future of HIV and AIDS 
research. They open new avenues toward understanding 
what is required for an effective vaccine and approaches 
to eradicating the virus from infected persons.  It is 
exciting to see the grants that the Scientific Advisory 
Committee approves every year, but we want to be able 
to do more, and for that we need the continued support 
from our fellow Canadians. Together we must put our 
resources into funding the research necessary to reduce 
the spread of HIV and, ultimately, end AIDS.

Keshia Chanté, 
National Youth Ambassador, CANFAR 

Dr. Stanley Read, 
Chair, CANFAR's Scientific Advisory Committee
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grants
Research Grants ($80,000): 
First Year of Two Year Grants 2011/2012

Dr. Clemon George

Dr. Stanley Read, Dr. Delon Brennen

University of Ontario Institute  of Technology

Getting to Zero: Male Circumcision for HIV 

Prevention research project in  the Bahamas

Dr. Mary Lou Smith

Dr. Stanley Read, Dr. Ari Bitnun

Hospital for Sick Children and University of Toronto

Neurodevelopmental outcomes of pre-and 

perinatal exposure to antiretroviral treatment in 

HIV-uninfected children

Dr. Reina Bendayan 

The Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy 

Role of Drug Transporters in Antiretroviral 

Drug Absorption and Grus-Drug Interactions in  

Intestinal Tissue

Dr. Clifford Lingwood

Dr. Donald Branch 

Hospital for Sick Children  

Glycolipid mimetics block gp120 chemokine

receptor binding and HIV infection

Dr. Mark Wainberg 

Dr. Thibault Mesplede 

McGill University AIDS Centre 

Investigating the role of subtype-specific 

polymorphisms in HIV-1 resistance to 

integrase inhibitors

Dr. Lena Serghides 

Dr. John Sled, Dr. Eszter Papp 

University Health Network 

The impact of HIV protease inhibitors on 

angiogenesis during pregnancy

Researcher
Co-investigators

Institution  

Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Co-Investigator

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigator

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Research Grants ($80,000): 
Year Two of 2010/2011 Projects

Dr. Michel Alary 

Dr. Marie-Claude Boily, Dr. Stephen Moses, Dr. 

Marissa Becker, Dr. Peter Vickerman,  

Dr. Reynold Washington, Dr. BM Ramesh, 

Dr. Sharmistha Mishra  

Centre Hospitalier affilié Universitaire de Quebec 

and Université Laval 

Antiretroviral-based combination prevention in India: 

predicting population-level effectiveness and  

emergence of drug resistance

Dr. Xiaojian Yao 

University of Manitoba 

Investigation of functional role of HIV-1 integrase in 

viral nuclear import and integration

Dr. Charu Kauschic 

McMaster University 

Role of genital tract epithelial cells in HIV infection 

of the female genital tract

Dr. Alan Cochrane 

University of Toronto 

Probing host factors essential for HIV-1 

Gene Expression

Researcher
Co-investigators

Institution  

Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

This grant funded by the RBC Foundation
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Research Grants ($80,000): 
Year Two of 2010/2011 Projects

Research Grants ($25,000): 
One-Year Grants 2011/2012

Dr. Jaqueline Sas   

Canadian HIV Trials Network 

CANFAR/CTN Post-Doctoral Fellowship

Dr. Angela Crawley  

Ottawa Hospital Research Institute 

The expression and role of solubles IL-7 receptor 

alpha in HIV-HCV co-infection

Dr. Sadhna Joshi 

Dr. Stanley Read    

University of Toronto 

A microflora defense against HIV infection

Dr. Darrell Tan  

Dr. Sharon Walmsley, Dr. Janet Raboud, 

Dr. Angela Cheug, Dr. Jason Brophy, Dr. Lindy Samson 

St. Michael’s Hospital 

A case control study of novel bone imaging techniques 

and bone turnover markers in HIV-infected persons 

with or without fragility fractures

Researcher
Institution  

Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Co-Investigator

Institution
Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution
Project

Dr. Jonathan Angel  

Dr. John Bell  

University of Ottawa/Ottawa Hospital 

Oncolytic viruses as a potential approach to 

eliminate the HIV reservoir

Dr. Mani Larijani   

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Evaluating the role of APOBEC3G in anti-HIV 

adaptive immunity: implications for the  

development of APOBEC-based therapies

Dr. Istvan Mucsi  

Dr. Marina Klein, Dr. Ahsan Alam 

The Research Institute of the McGill University 

Health Centre 

Kidney function, antiretroviral therapy and iron 

deficiency as potential determinants of plasma 

Fibroblast Growth Factor-23 levels in patients with 

HIV and Hepatitis C virus Co-infection

Researcher
Co-Investigator

Institution
Project

Researcher
Institution

Project

Researcher
Co-Investigators

Institution

Project

As an HIV prevention researcher, I know how 
important it is for studies to have enough 
funding to support all of the staff and equipment 
needed for successful HIV and AIDS research. 
Your support of CANFAR has been instrumental 
in CANFAR’s efforts to prevent HIV, support 
people living with HIV, and eventually to find a 
cure for AIDS. Thank you!

Dr. Trevor Hart, 
Committee Member, CANFAR's Scientific Advisory Committee

This grant funded by Great West Life
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events
Pride • Let’s Dance for CANFAR

AIDSbeat • Bloor Street Entertains
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Pride

Let’s Dance 
for CANFAR
On September 22, 2011, CANFAR 

partnered with Dexter Associates Realty to 

jump, jive, and wave goodbye to AIDS at 

Let’s Dance for CANFAR. This fundraising 

event, the first of its kind for CANFAR in 

Vancouver, was a musical soiree, including 

performances by the multi-talented Tom 

Arntzen and Burlesque Dancer, Velvet 

Steele. There were also silent and live 

auctions available to guests throughout the 

night. CANFAR is excited to continue this 

partnership in Vancouver.

On July 3, 2011, CANFAR and Pride 

Toronto united in celebration of the 31st 

annual Pride Parade! Family, friends, 

and colleagues joined CANFAR to march 

alongside supportive Torontonians with 

a message of awareness and prevention, 

distributing thousands of condoms to 

the crowd. 

Thank you to all who came out to enjoy the 

day! We were overwhelmed by the energy 

and passion of our volunteers. The unique 

diversity of people who came out, the 

cheers when the first walkers reached the 

finish line, and the combination of high 

fives, free hugs, and outrageous costumes 

made for a great time. 



CANFAR Annual Report 2011-2012CANFAR Annual Report 2011-201212



CANFAR Annual Report 2011-2012CANFAR Annual Report 2011-2012 13

AIDSbeat 
Each year, AIDSbeat continues to attract a 

diverse group of lawyers with its battle-of-

the-bands benefit concert, and the 2011 

event was no different! Celebrating its 16th 

year, AIDSbeat once again made history by 

attracting a record audience of 1,700 and 

raising an unprecedented $330,000. 

Few cities can attract high rollers and 

party enthusiasts the way Las Vegas does. 

The Toronto legal community brought that 

same excitement to the Kool Haus with 

AIDSbeat: Las Vegas! Event attendees 

were treated to an evening of outrageous 

costumes, Elvis impersonators, and of 

course rock n’ roll, in one of the most 

anticipated events of the fall season.

AIDSbeat 2011 had many unique 

initiatives to raise money for AIDS 

research, including a live raffle draw for 

a brand new 2012 Cadillac CTS Coupe, 

a fully equipped casino floor, a Vegas 

wedding chapel, and a balloon pop which 

raised close to $8,000! The ongoing 

success of AIDSbeat can be traced to 

the dedication of the committee and 

volunteers. Founding Chair, Patricia 

Olasker, along with Co-Chairs, Gordon 

Capern and Sue-Anne Fox, are the driving 

force behind this annual rock n’ roll event.   

CANFAR thanks the many committee 

members, volunteers, and partners, 

including long-time Presenting Sponsor, 

Laurel Hill Advisory Group.

90 cents of every 
dollar raised at 
AIDSbeat goes 

directly into 
funding 

HIV and AIDS 
research
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Bloor Street 
Entertains
In 1981, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention in Atlanta issued 

the first clinical description of a new 

immunodeficiency disease and introduced 

the world to what we now know as AIDS.

 

It was during this time of uncertainty that 

a group of party and catering entrepreneurs 

took it upon themselves to contribute 

to a cause that was directly affecting 

themselves and those around them. 

This was the driving force behind 

CANFAR’s first fundraising event, Food 
for Thought, in 1988. The event was 

later renamed in 1997 and Bloor Street 
Entertains was born. 

Fifteen years later, on November 22, 

2011, CANFAR and supporters spent the 

evening celebrating this history and the 

many CANFAR-funded successes from over 

the years. This special event was a night of 

sophistication and grandeur, where guests 

enjoyed lavish dinners in 20 stunning 

venues along the Bloor-Yorkville corridor. 

The evening included performances by 

CANFAR’s National Youth Ambassador, 

Keshia Chanté, and award-winning artist, 

Jann Arden, as well as a tribute ceremony 

honouring sponsors, venues, chefs, florists, 

volunteers, dinner guests and friends who 

have been with us over the years.

CANFAR is extremely grateful to all who 

supported the anniversary event. We 

would like to particularly acknowledge the 

support of the event’s Honorary Patrons, 

Mr. W. Galen Weston and the Honourable 

Hilary M. Weston, to whom we are thankful 

for their continued dedication. We would 

also like to thank Janice O’Born, Chair of 

Bloor Street Entertains 2011, and Vice-

Chair, Tristan Michela, as well as longtime 

Presenting Sponsor, Sun Life Financial. It 

was largely as a result of this leadership 

team that the anniversary event saw a 

record-breaking net revenue of $650,000. 

Thank you!

Bloor Street Entertains, now more than 

ever, is a true testament to the dedication 

and support of Canadians. Even in its 15th 

year, the event could not be carried out 

without the tireless efforts of countless 

sponsors, partners, and volunteers who 

donate their time and talents to help see 

an AIDS-free future come to fruition. 

This is the true success of the event. It is 

because of the people and companies who 

are committed to ending AIDS globally 

that Bloor Street Entertains was able to 

surpass all targets and reach new heights 

financially in 2011. 
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programs
Have a Heart for CANFAR • Campus Clubs

Young Professional Council • Legacy Group
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Have a Heart 
for CANFAR
Have a Heart for CANFAR (HAH) 2012 

marked the 19th year of our national youth 

education campaign, which provides high 

schools across Canada with the tools to 

educate students about HIV and AIDS. 

Every year around Valentine’s Day, students 

in participating schools raise funds for 

research by selling ‘heart-o-gram’ valentines 

-- packages containing red ribbons, gum, 

lollipops, condoms (optional) and HIV 

information pamphlets. Many students 

also choose to create their own unique 

awareness campaigns within their schools.

In 2012, a record breaking 2,516 schools 

participated in the HAH program, reaching 

over 1.56 million students across the 

country. Through HAH, CANFAR was able to 

distribute 264,865 heart-o-grams, 15,014 

awareness posters, and 186,306 condoms to 

youth nationwide.

For the first time ever, CANFAR presented 

the Regional Red Ribbon Award to 

six schools across the country that 

demonstrated fantastic community spirit 

and devotion to the cause (see page 24). 

Each winning school took part in a variety 

of fundraising activities that encouraged 

students to continue the discussion about 

HIV and AIDS amongst their peers, while 

raising vital funds in support of CANFAR.

Congratulations to all HAH 2012 Regional 

Red Ribbon Award winners! Thank you for 

your incredible support and commitment 

to CANFAR, and for your dedication to 

educating youth across Canada. 

Campus Clubs

CANFAR Campus Clubs are unique clubs 

at universities and colleges across Canada, 

created to engage students in discussions 

about HIV and AIDS. Bringing awareness 

to students is made easy through various 

events and fundraising initiatives put on by 

the students themselves. 

In the 2011 and 2012 school year, there 

were approximately 20 CANFAR Campus 
Clubs each working towards an AIDS-free 

future. The University of Victoria’s CANFAR 
Campus Club created a human red ribbon 

to promote awareness for World AIDS Day 

on December 1st, 2011 and clubs such 

as CANFAR Dalhousie and CANFAR McGill 

raised funds at their annual RED parties. 

The student communities embraced the 

need to keep HIV and AIDS at the forefront 

of discussions in order to help eradicate this 

disease. We look forward to expanding our 

Campus Clubs program in the years ahead.

It is each of our responsibility to contribute 
to the betterment of our society. It’s not simply 
about giving money that funds life-saving 
research, it’s about investing in each of 
our futures. Without that effort, we’re left 
with nothing.

Aaron Chamberland,
Executive Committe Member, Dalhousie CANFAR Campus Club
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Young Professional 
Council
The Young Professional Council (YPC) 

held its second annual In The Loop event, 

on September 21, 2011 at the Angell 

Gallery. This recruitment event invites 

young professionals to come meet the YPC 

members and learn more about what the 

community-based volunteer organization 

does. The second annual In The Loop 

event successfully introduced the YPC’s 

new tiered-membership program, one 

that’s dedicated to assisting CANFAR in its 

mission to end AIDS.

Our Future Without AIDS, which took place 

on April 28, 2011, was a roaring success. 

It saw over 300 guests in attendance, 

attracting a variety of young professionals 

from various communities, all interested in 

getting involved with the cause. The event 

featured a fusion of art and technology, 

and raise more than $36,000 in support 

of CANFAR. 

Legacy Group
The Legacy Group was specifically created 

to support HIV prevention and social 

awareness of HIV and AIDS for young, 

gay males. With this group, we aim to 

fund crucial research into more effective 

prevention programs - of which there is a 

critical need. Since 2000, the proportion 

of AIDS cases among MSM (men who have 

sex with men) youth has increased from 

26.3% to 43%. As well, young adults 

(aged 20-29) account for a quarter of all 

Canadians diagnosed with HIV.

Committee Chair, Duane Ledgister, and 

CANFAR President and CEO, Christopher 

Bunting, are extremely grateful to those 

who have supported this new initiative 

and helped the Legacy Group raise more than 

$130,000 for vital prevention research in 

its first year. 

The epidemic is far from over, and 
affects those around us in ways 
that we can’t always see. We can 
only end HIV and AIDS if young 
people take a stand. We could see a 
cure in our lifetime, but the cause 
needs to be top of line.

Mark Mahoney
Chair, CANFAR’s Young Professional Council
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campaigns
Red Ribbon Campaign • ALDO for DAKAR Rally
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Red Ribbon Campaign

In honour of the 30th anniversary of AIDS, 

we revamped our annual Red Ribbon 

campaign with a new name and look! We 

invited Canadians to Go Red for CANFAR 

in whatever creative way they wished! For 

the month of November, supporters raised 

funds and spread awareness to help us 

fund vital HIV and AIDS research projects 

across Canada! 

Here are some of the great ways Canadians 

went red for CANFAR:

• Canadians displayed their passion   

for red with pride online and helped 

@CANFAR trend on Twitter

• National media outlets—such 

as MTV, MuchMusic, CTV, and 

Huffington Post Canada—announced 

their support for CANFAR to 

their audiences

• Excited Toronto students danced 

and sang with family and friends 

during their very own CANFAR flash 

mob at Yonge-Dundas Square

• Landmarks across Canada, including 

the CN Tower in Toronto and BC Place 

in Vancouver, were lit red to support 

CANFAR and AIDS research

We are continually amazed by Canadians 

and the countless ways they show their 

support for this meaningful cause. 

Thank you! 

ALDO for DAKAR Rally
9000 km. 14 days. 3 countries. 2 oceans. 
1 continent. 1 cause.

On January 14, 2012, David Bensadoun, 

President of ALDO Global Retail and 

Product Services, and his ALDO Racing 

team became the first Canadian racing 

team to complete the legendary DAKAR 

Rally – a unique off road endurance rally race 

from Mar del Plata, Argentina to Lima, Peru.

It has always been a grueling and 

admirable competition; to even qualify for 

this race is a feat in itself, as only 150 

car entrants are accepted. Of the qualified 

racers, fewer than half make it across 

the finish line. What made it especially 

admirable to us, though, was David’s 

pledge to donate all money raised by ALDO 

Racing at DAKAR to CANFAR.

We are immensely proud of David and the 

ALDO Racing team for their successful 

completion of the DAKAR Rally. It is truly 

an amazing achievement. It cannot be said 

enough how grateful we are that CANFAR 

was chosen as ALDO Racing’s beneficiary 

and that ALDO continues to be such a strong 

supporter in the fight against AIDS. Thank you, 

ALDO, for your support and congratulations on 

raising $200,000 for life-saving research!
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the volunteer 
awards
Volunteers
Where would we be without our wonderful 

volunteers? We celebrated our exceptional 

supporters who have worked tirelessly 

over the last year to help us fund vital HIV 

and AIDS research. CANFAR’s National 

Spokesperson, Valerie Pringle, graciously 

hosted the evening at the John Labatt Pub, 

while past and present volunteers reunited 

and reminisced. 

Thank you to all of our wonderful 

volunteers and congratulations to the 

award recipients – you make CANFAR’s          

work possible!

Red Ribbon Awards
Pinegrove Middle School, Edson, AB
Spruce Ridge School, Estevan, SK
Cleardale Public School, London, ON
College Mérici, Quebec City, QC
Sacred Heart School, Halifax, NS
Nunavut Arctic College, Pangnirtung, NU

Red Ribbon Social Media Award
Northern Secondary School, Toronto, ON

Innovation Award
Dexter Associates Realty

Chairman’s Award
Janice O’Born

CANFAR Event Award
Sun Life Financial

President’s Award
David Bensadoun

President's Nod
Christopher Blomkwist
Sue-Anne Fox
Danielle Lalonde
Megan Loach

The Bluma Appel 
Achievement Award
W. Galen Weston and The Honourable 
Hilary M. Weston

Volunteer of the 
Year Award
Darleen Hendrickson and 
Ann Marie Ceballo-Jones
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donors
CANFAR is extremely grateful to the many 
individuals, corporations, foundations and 
groups who are committed to helping us 
end AIDS through research through their 
philanthropic support and sponsorships. 
The following list reflects total 
individual and organizational cash gifts in 
the 2011/2012 fiscal year. Thank you!

If your name has been omitted, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and contact 
Laura Graham at lgraham@CANFAR.com or 
1-800-563-CURE (2873).

Research Partners 
An annual gift of $1,000 or more qualifies 
an individual as a Research Partner. We 
acknowledge the following individuals for 
their leadership and generosity in the fight 
against HIV and AIDS.

$10,000 - $24,999
Gordon Capern
Patricia Olasker
Peter M. Partridge
Tony Pedari
Edward and Barbara Smith
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Stewart
Mark A. Wainberg

$5,000 - $9,999
James B. Archer-Shee
David Dal Bello
Duane Ledgister
Julia West and Richard Wernham

$1,000 - $4,999
James Ambrose
Jamie and Patsy Anderson
Noah Aychental
Ralph Barcan
Stewart Barclay
T. Reid Bastin
Fred Blain
Paul Blundy
Earl Brown
Beverley Browne
Richard Bryan

Christopher Bunting
Jim and Edna Claydon
Michael B. Cruickshank
Peter Cullen
Mark Daitchman
Jordan Dermer
Franny Edgar
Sue-Anne Fox
Howard Franklin
Emmanuelle Gattuso
Dr. J. Lawrence Gitterman
Anette and Larry Goldstein
Janet and Bob Gouinlock
Andrew Grimes
Christopher Grimston
Lenore and David Hawkey
Jasmine Herlt and Douglas Steiner
Joel Hock
Geoff Hogarth
Robert Hoppenheim
Doug Horswill
Jeff Kroll
Michael Lee
Leanne and George Lewis
Joseph Y. Li
Nettie Lou
David Lukin
Patti A. MacNicol
Linda McCain
Jim and Elaine McGivern
David Messenger
Lloyd Morrison
David Neville
Janice and Earle O’Born
Robert Oliphant
Charles and Lore Ormrod
Michael O’Sullivan
Moris Pilla
Sandra and Jim Pitblado
Stanley E. Read, MD, Ph.D., FRCP(C)
Alanna Rondi
Michael Royce
Gary Shieck
Lawrence Spicer
Robert A. Stewart
David M. Stovel
Shirley and Allan Taylor
Jennifer Tory
James Turner

Richard Van Nest
Christian Vermast
Grace M. Vidal-Ribas
Rick and Cheryl Wright
5 anonymous donors

Leading Institutional 
Supporters of 
Research
CANFAR Leading Institutional Supporters 
of Research are corporations, foundations 
and groups who have donated $1,000 or 
more to CANFAR's Research Grant Program 
during our 2011/2012 fiscal year.

$25,000 and above
Great-West Life Assurance Company
RBC Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
ALDO Group Inc.
Chair-man Mills Limited
Holt Renfrew
National Bank of Canada
S.A. Armstrong Limited
The Peter and Shelagh Godsoe Family
       Foundation
Xerox Canada Inc.

$5,000 - $9,999
Phamous Characters Inc.
The LeGresley Family Foundation
1 anonymous donor

$1,000 - $4,999
CMGRP Inc.
Gilman Family Holdings Inc.
Hermès Canada Inc.
Industrial Alliance Insurance and Financial
       Services Inc.
Jones, Gable & Company Limited
Koskie Minsky LLP
Lencor Inc. (Daniel Lenko Estate Winery)
Matson, Driscoll & Damico LTD
McDonald’s Restaurants of Canada Limited
Men’s Health UK
Nixon Charitable Foundation
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Sears Employees Charitable Fund
Stingray Digital Group
T101 Ltd.
Teen Vogue
The Church of St. Mary Magdalene
The Frum Foundation
The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
The Norman and Margaret Jewison 
       Charitable Foundation
The Royal Canadian Legion- 
       Campbellford Branch
Torys LLP
United Way Centraide Ottawa
Valiant Trust Company
Vancouver Film School
Wawanesa Insurance Company

Supporters
CANFAR Supporters are comprised of 
individuals, corporations, foundations and 
groups who have donated $250 - $999 
throughout the 2011/2012 fiscal year.

$500 - $999
Michael Agnew
Casey Antolak
Paul and Kaye Beeston
Robert Brien
Sue and Michael Burns
Debbie and Murray Chant
Julia M. Cheesbrough
André and Katherine Colenbrander
Brian M. Cornelson
Kelly Coyne
Randy Cranston
David DesLauriers
Michael and Brenda Evans
Brendan S. Gillon
Geoffrey and Anne Gouinlock
John and Patricia Gouinlock
Patricia Granger
N. James Griffin
Guess Canada Corporation
C. M. V. Harding
Michael Higgins
Barry and Linda Holmes
IBM Employees’ Charitable Fund
JAC Inc.
Harry and Toby Jordan Foundation
Sheryl L. Kennedy
Scott Koch
Stephen E. Langlois
David LeClaire
Charles Lesaux
Robert and Patricia Lord
Mary Martin
Ed Mirvish Family Charitable Foundation

Géraldine Moussa
Robert Murphy
Robert Nobrega
Nylon Magazine
Paul F. Oakley
OPG Employee's & Pensioner's 
       Charity Trust
Mrs. Charles R. Powis
D. Anthony G. Pringle
Inez Rodrigues
Ian Roland
Casey Roswell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rutherford
Edward Saunders
Randy Savela
Jayne Simpson
Shelly Steeves
Mary M. Thomson
Craig Wilkinson
Scott Wilson
Diana Woodhead
1 anonymous donor

$250 - $499
Craig Allardyce
E. J. Alon
Frank Anfield
Sheridan Antoniuk
Ari Agency
Averna Technologies Inc.
Tara J. Ballance
Ronald Barry
Elissa Beckett
Bell Canada
Doug Bernier
Sam Bleiweiss
Brent Blizzard

Philip Breault
June Brookes
Kenneth Brown
Mona Burke
Joshua Burston
CANFAR Club York University
Andres Castillo
Cynthia Chalk
Melissa Clulow
Rod Cole
Hilde Colenbrander
Dr. Evan Collins
Tim N. Coristine
Mike Craig
Christopher Culham
Tom Dara
David Merkur Holdings Inc.
Richard Dawyduk
Michael Decorte
Ajay Deshmukh
Reva Devins
Reid Dewson
Bryce and Nicki Douglas
Margaret Dunn
Robert and Ellen Eisenberg
Thomas E. Emrich
EnCana Cares Foundation
Engelite Charitable Foundation
English Bay Dental Centre
Didier Frechette
Vivienne R. Gair
Tony Garcia
Shirley Gibson
Evelyn M. Gillies
Google
Mary B. Harris
Judith Herz

I know that my 
monthly donation is 
the difference between 
finding a cure and 
managing a disease.

Allan Borrowitz,
CANFAR Supporter
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Peter M. Hinchcliffe
Keith Holland
Derek Hopkins
Michel Houle
Michaela Hynie
Sherrie James
Elynor Kagan
Richard Kalitsis
Karim  Abay
Taulant Kazazi
Kathleen Kelly
Audrey Kenny
Susan Kerr
Chantal P. Keshwah
Robert Koblinsky
Melissa Kucheran-Wolk
Kathy Labossiere
Malini Lall
Kenneth R. Langdon
Jean-Francois Legaré
Nick Lewis
Daniel J. Long
Myran Loutet
Pamela Lynch
Susan Lyons
Bart MacDougall
Cathy MacNeil
Natasha MacParland
Mark Mahoney
Louise Maracle
Elizabeth Martel
Christine M. Masterman
James McCarthy
Neil McDermid
Morgan McDowell
Jerry McEachern
Rob and Cheryl McEwen
Lawrence J. McKean
Jonathan McQuarrie
Robin McQuillan
Olinda Medeiros
Allan Mills
Joselyn Morrison
Lois Munz
Larry Murray
Theerthalingam Murugappah
Chloe Muttoo
Jason Myers
Joanne Nemeroff
Michael Norman
A Michael H. Norris
Glenn Osborne
Richard Paquet
Greg Parsons
Nicole Pasut
Hugh Pawson
Stacey Petersen

Peter Phillips
Brian J. Porter
Colleen Potts
Priape
Delphine Rihet
Sanford and Debbie Riley
Susan Rimmer
Rockwell Automation Employee 
       Charitable Fund
Michael D. Rogers
Bruce M. Rothney
Shari Ruyl
Feliza Sabado
Marie-France Savard
Mr. Alan M. Schwartz and 
       Dr. Elizabeth Hartley
Sabrina Scott
Alfred Scrutton
Ralph Seybold
Edward Sparks
William Sweete
Christiane Tadros
Mark Taylor
The Hilborn Group Ltd.
Magareth Margar Todd
Robert Torokvei
Daniel Turko
Steven Turnbull
Two Smiths
Marjorie Vaile
Antonio Valletta
Jason K. Van Wert
Anna Votsch
Allan Wands
Kathleen G. Ward
Tarek Wassef
Stephen Wei
Norman Williams
The Hon. and Mrs. Michael H. Wilson
Rosalyn Wilson
Gary Woodroffe
Yabu Pushelberg
Adam H. Zimmerman
7 anonymous donors

Operational Supporters
Ansell Canada Inc.
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Keshia Chanté
Kraft Canada Inc.
Oxford Properties Group Inc.
The Dominion of Canada
       General Insurance Company
Weber Shandwick Worldwide
Valerie Pringle

AIDSbeat
Presenting Sponsor
Laurel Hill Advisory Group

Gold Sponsor
Agnico-Eagle Mines Limited
Platinum Legal Group Inc
TSX Group

Silver Sponsors
Arthur Irving
A.S.A.P Reporting Services Inc
Babin Barristers
Daniel et Daniel Catering Inc.
FTI Consulting
HudBay Minerals
Lexpert
NERA
Paliare Roland Rosenberg Rothstein LLP
The Schad Foundation
Thornton Grout Finnigan LLP

Bronze Sponsors
Bogoroch & Associates
Canadian Bar Insurance Association
Duff & Phelps
Dutton Brock
Fenton Smith Barristers
Fuller Landau LLP
Gardiner Roberts LLP
Global Alumina Corporation
Heenan Blaikie LLP
Lerners LLP
Magna International Inc.
Manulife Financial
Mecan Clinic
RBC Financial

Law Firm Leaders
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Fraser Milner Casgrain LLP
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP
Lax O’Sullivan Scott LLP
Lenczner Slaght Royce Smith Griffin LLP
McMillan LLP
Norton Rose Barristers & Solicitors
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
       & Garrison LLP
Teplitsky, Colson LLP

Law Firm Supporters
ATD Legal Services Professional 
       Corporation
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Baker & McKenzie LLP
Bales Beall LLP
Basman Smith LLP
Bennett Jones LLP (Calgary)
Bereskin and Parr Barrister & Solicitors
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Brauti Thorning Zibarras LLP
Cooper & Sandler LLP
Epstein Cole LLP
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP
Filion Wakely Thorup Angeletti LLP
Fogler, Rubinoff LLP
Goodmans LLP
Greenspan Humphrey Lavine
Groia & Company Professional Corporation
Hodgson Russ LLP
Koskie Minksy LLP
Liblong Digambar Professional Corporation
Miller Thomson LLP
Shibley Righton LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Stikeman Elliot LLP
Stockwoods LLP
Torkin Manes LLP
Torys LLP

In Kind Sponsors
Amsterdam Brewing Company
Body + Soul Fitness
Coll Audio
Designing Trendz
ESKA Natural Spring Water
Kool Haus
Marketwire
Maverick Distillery Limited
Nine One One Maxim Studios
Ottawa Sponsors
Partner Jet
Purolator Inc.
T.E.G. Entertainment
The Mod Club
Trialto Wine

Newspaper Sponsor
National Post

Print Sponsor
R.R. Donnelley

Media Sponsors
Listed
Precedent

Bloor Street 
Entertains
Presenting Sponsor
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada

Campaign Sponsor
BMO Financial Group

Anniversary Sponsors
Holt Renfrew
Labatt Brewing Company Limited

Platinum Sponsors
Bombardier Inc.
CanDeal
RP Investment Advisors
Transcontinental Inc.
Jamieson Vitamins

In Kind Sponsors
104.5 CHUM FM
Air Canada
AirSprint
Amber
Armani
CP24
Chair-man Mills
Donna Karan New York
Dufflet Pastries
Fairmont Chicago
Fleming's
Four Seasons Hotel Toronto
Holt Renfrew Furs
Krups Nescafe
Noble Ridge
Oscar de la Renta
President's Choice
Sofitel Hotel
Staff Your Event
Steigenberger Hotel Group
Sugar Bay Resort & Spa
TAG Vodka
The Printing House Ltd.
Toronto Life Magazine
Vienna Tourism
VoX International Inc.
Weber Shandwick
Zoom Media

Chefs
Paul Boehmer, Boehmer
Lucas Castle, holts café
Keith Froggett, Scaramouche
Rob Gentile, Buca
Simon Kattar, à la Carte Kitchen

Jamie Kennedy, Jamie Kennedy 
       at the Gardiner
Martin Kouprie, Pangaea
Susur Lee, Lee
Vincent Leung, Senses
Ben Lewis, Presidential Gourmet
Brad Long, Belong Catering
Bradley MacDonald, Sassafraz
Paul Milidoni, Catering with Style
Chris Palik, Paese Ristorante
Frank Parhizgar, Frank's Kitchen
Giacomo Pasquini, Vertical
Dana Speers, PC Black Label 
Marc Thuet, Petite Thuet
Corbin Tomaszeski
Trevor Wilikinson, Trevor Kitchen and Bar

Venues
Birks
BOSS Bloor Street
Cartier
Diesel
Escada
Ferrari Maserati
Gardiner Museum
HUGO Hugo Boss
Harry Rosen
Holt Renfrew
JOHN de JONG
McKinsey & Company
Pink Tartan
Ridpath's
Roots Canada
Swarovski Canada
Teatro Verde
The Cumberland Apartment
Tiffany & Co.
William Ashley

Florists
Bayview Blossoms
Demarco-Perpich
Earthwork Floral Design
Events in Bloom
Fiori Floral
Fleur
Forget Me Not Flowers
Fresh Floral creations
Hatcher Florists
Jackie O
Ladybug Florists
Paterre Flowers
San Remo Florist
Stemz
Tapestry Decor
Teatro Verde
The Colour Field
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Corporate Champions
Andrew & Valerie Pringle
Andrew Grimes
Aviva Canada Inc.
BMO
Barrick Gold Corporation
Bell Canada
CIBC World Markets Inc.
Cineplex Entertainment LP
Daniel and Greenglass
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Debenture and Securities Corp
Dominion and Anglo Invest Corp
Dr. Sean Rourke
Dundee Wealth
E-L Financial
Frank Toskan
Goodman and Company
Henry Wu
Hessam Korhani
Howard Sokolowski Foundation
James Beattie
John Willett
KPMG Management Services LP
Leeanne Weld Kostopoulos
Manulife Financial
Maple Leaf Canada
The Hon. Margaret McCain
McDonald's Restaurants of Canada Limited
Metropia
Metropolitan Hotels
National Bank of Canada
Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation
PwC
RBC Dexia
RBC Financial
RBC Royal Bank of Canada
Raymond James
Royal LePage Real Estate Services Ltd.
S.A. Armstrong Limited
SpiderTech
Stikeman Elliott LLP
TD Bank Financial Group
TD Waterhouse - Private Client Services
The Fashion for Passion Foundation
Tristan Michela
ViiV Healthcare
Yabu Pushelberg

Donors
Alexander Younger
Andrew M. Pringle
Anette and Larry Goldstein
Bob Hatcher
Byron Bellows
CIBC Private Wealth Management
Carlo Trevisan

Carole Grafstein
Charles Pachter
Christian Vermast
Cineplex Entertainment LP
Dan Black
Dana B. Baines
Daniel Greenglass
David LeGresley
Dawn Bellini
Debbie Osske
Doug Hatcher
Earle O'Born
Ed Mirvish Family Charitable Foundation
Ella L. Bernhard
Emmanuelle Gattuso
Gary M. Rubin
Harleen Baines
Harold Silverstein
Hermes Canada Inc.
Hilary M. Weston
James Ambrose
James Byrd
James C. Kelly
Janice O'Born
Jason Gautreau
Jean Bacon Strategic Communications Inc.
Jeff Fields
Jenny Aaron
Joel Hock
Kim Mimran
Kingsett Real Estate Growth LP No. 2
Marco Guglietti
Mario Manza
Mark Hayman
Michael Salvatori
Moens Pedersen
Ontario HIV Treatment Network
Os Sheikh
Patrick MacDonald
Paul Belanger
Paul F. Oakley
Penny Shore
Peter M. Partridge
Robert Hoppenheim
Rudolph Bratty
Scott Koch
Sean O'Neil
Sherman Ki
Simon Overington
Stewart Barclay
Stronach Consulting Corp.
Terry Reid
The Frum Foundation
The Zukerman Family Foundation
Thomas MacLennan
Tom Sparling
Torys LLP

Tristan Michela
Westbury National Show System
Yona Zukerman

Have a Heart
Corporate Sponsors 
CIBC
Freedom International Brokerage Inc.
M.A.C AIDS Fund
The Great-West Life Assurance Company

In Kind Sponsors
Ansell Canada Inc.
Canpar
Kraft Canada Inc.
Oxford Properties Group Inc.
Starbox Corp
Tosuta International

Media Sponsors
MuchMusic
Ontario College of Art & Design
The Printing House Limited
Zoom Media
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Young Professional 
Council
Donors
Amanda Buchanan
James Cunningham
Cherry Dewar
Ann Forsyth
Jeff Goessinger
Joe Fresh
Tara Krystompol
Louisa Leung
Lucas Medina
Ontario Medical Association
RBC
Jeff Tallon
Max Valiquette

In Kind Sponsors
Avis Budget Group
Chasers Juice
Contiki Holidays
Corby
DJ Flohback
Dominic Kreutzner
Iceberg Vodka
L-Eat Catering
Labatt
MedCan
Next Image Consulting
Parts & Labour
Peter Shanly
Quattro Photobooth
Toben Catering
Vitamin Water
VoX International Inc.
Xtra!
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auditor’s 
report
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of 
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research (‘the Foundation”) 
which comprise the balance sheet as at June 30, 2012 and the 
statements of revenue, expenses and charges in fund balances and 
cash flows for the year then ended and a summary of significant 
accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation 
of these financial statements in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted accounting principles, and for such internal control as 
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation 
of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in 
accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. 
Those standards require that we comply with ethical requirements 
and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free from material 
misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence 
about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. The 
procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including 
the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the 
financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those 
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant 
to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate 
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An 
audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting 
policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made 
by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of 
the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient 
and appropriate to provide a basis for our qualified audit opinion. 

Basis for Qualified Opinion

In common, with many not-for-profit organizations, the Foundation 
derives revenue from donations, fundraising and awareness events, 
the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit 
verification. Accordingly, our verification of this revenue was limited 
to the amounts recorded in the records of the Foundation and we 
were not able to determine whether any adjustments might be 
necessary to revenues, excess of revenue over expenses, assets and 
fund balances.

Qualified Opinion

In our opinion except for the possible effects of the matter 
described in the Basis of Qualified Opinion paragraph, the financial 
statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research as at June 30, 
2012 and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the 
year then ended in accordance with Canadian generally accepted 
accounting principles.

Licensed Public Accountants
Chartered Accountants
September 26, 2012
Toronto, Ontario

CANFAR’s Fiscal Year 2011-2012
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Assets
Current       
Cash      
Short-term investments 
Account receivable 
Prepaid expenses 

 
Capital assets 
Investments 

Liabilities
Current
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Grants payable

Deferred Contributions

Fund Balances
General

Endowment

2012

898,886
76,656
87,986
44,747

1,108,275
5,137

736,914

1,850,326

34,769
956,368

991,137
84,253

1,075,390

38,022

736,914

774,936

1,850,326

582,274
81,435

109,332
28,215

801,256
8,407

736,914

1,546,577

42,027
731,636

773,663
27,500

801,163

8,500

736,914

745,414

1,546,577

2011

Condensed Balance Sheet

$

$

$

$

$ $

$ $

To receive a copy of our full audited financial statements, please contact Laura Graham at lgraham@CANFAR.com 
or call 1-800-563-CURE (2873)
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...we must chart a bold 
path, never forgetting 
those who died too soon, 
and always keeping 
foremost in mind those 
who will enjoy healthier, 
longer lives thanks to the 
commitments we make 
and the actions we take.

Ban Ki-moon
United Nations Secretary-General
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Ban Ki-moon
United Nations Secretary-General
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